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STAR WITNESS 


GREATEST SHOW MARN- 


SHIP VEHICLE IN YEARS 


WHO'S WHO 


CHARLES (CHIC) SALE—Fa- 
mous on vaudeville stage and as 
author of “The Specialist,” makes 
his screen debut in “The Star 
Witness.” Born in Huron, South 
Dakota. 


WALTER HUSTON — ‘Star of 
Broadway stage. On the screen 
in “Gentlemen of the Press,” 
“The Lady Lies,” “The Virgin- 

a ian,’ “The Bad Man,” “Abraham 
~~. Lincoln,” “The Ruling Voice” and 
“the Star Witness.” Born in To- 

ronto, Canada. 


FRANCES STARR — Star of 
Broadway stage. On the screen 
‘a “Five Star Final’ and “The 
tar Witness.” Born in Oneonta, 
éew York. 


SALLY BLANE—Sister of Loret- 
ta Young. On the screen in “He- 
roes of the Night,” “Wife Savers,” 
“Fools for Luck,” “Wolves of the 
City,” “The Very Idea,” ‘Half- 
Marriage,” “The Vagabond Lov 


er,’ “Show of Shows,” ‘Tanned : 
Legs,” “Little Accident” and “The |} 
Born in Salido, |; 


Star Witness.” 
Colorado. 


GRANT MITCHELL—Famous on 
stage as “Tailor Made Man,” “Get 
Rich Quick Wallingford” and in 
many other famous roles. On 
screen in “Man to Man” and “The 
Star Witness.” Born in Colum- 
bus, Ohio. 


EDDIE NUGENT—0n the screen 
in “Dancing Daughters,” ‘The 
Bellamy Trial,” “The Duke Steps 
Out,” “Our Modern Maidens,” 
“Loose Ankles,” “Untamed,” 
“Girl of the Show,” “The Vaga- 
'ond—Lover,” “Young Sinners,” 

‘ight Nurse,”“‘kocal Boy Makes 
sod” and “The Star Witness.” 
sorn in New York City. 


DICKY MOORE—Child actor, 
seen on the screenin “Seed,” “The 
Squaw Man,” “Aloha” and “The 
Star Witness.” Born in Holly- 
wood. 


RALPH INCE—Famous on stage. 

On the screen in “Not For Pub- 

lication,” “Shanghaied,” “Chicago 

After Midnight,” “Wall Street,” 

“Big Fight,” “Numbered Men,” 

“Little Caesar” and “The Star 

~~... Witness.” Born in Boston, Mas- 
sachusetts. 


NOEL MADISON—Well known 
on the stage. On the screen in 
“Sinners’ Holiday,” “The Star 
Witness” and others. Born in 
United States. 


SYNOPSIS 


Not for Publication 


Copyright 1931, Warner Bros, Pictures, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved 


Grandpa Leeds, on a forty-eight- 
hour leave from the Soldiers’ Home, 
comes to visit his daughter and her 
family. They are not too pleased 
to see the tippling old boy, who 
still wears his Civil War uniform 
and talks about General Grant and 
the Battle of the Wilderness. As 
the family are at dinner, a shot is 
heard, and eight-year-old Donny 
runs to the window and screams 
that two automobiles are firing at 
each other. 


All rush to the window to watch 
the duel. Two men jump from one 
car and start running, when a huge 
man in a yellow raincoat fires from 
the other auto and kills them. Two 
more step out and, hearing a police 
siren, rush into the Leeds home. 
They are followed by police, but 
escape. 


District Attorney Whitlock con- 
vinces the Leeds family that it is 
their duty to identify the killer as 
1] Maxey Campo, a notorious gang 
:|leader. The next day, Pa Leeds is 
captured on his way to the office, 
:|taken to a loft and beaten up. The 
:| Leeds house is put under guard and 
:| Pa Leeds is found in a ditch, bad- 
:|ly broken in mind and body.  Lit- 
|| tle Donny, wishing to play ball with 
his gang, sneaks out of the house 
and is kidnapped. The Leeds fam- 
ily gets word that if they testify 
against Campo, Donny will be killed. 
All refuse to divulge what they 
know on the day of the trial, ex- 
cept Grandpa. 


Grandpa Leeds, who has been 
captured by the gang, hits his guard 


“Chic?” Sale and Dickey Moore 
in “The Star Witness” 
Cut No. 28 Cut 15c, Mat Sc 

es 

ROBERT ELLIOTT—On the 

screen in “Lights of New York,” 
“Romance of Underworld,” “Lone 
Wolf’s Daughter,” “Protection,” 


he Valiant,” “Thunderbolt,” | over the head, and gets away. He 
Hide-Out,” “The  Divorcee,”’| wanders around the hangout of 
“Sweet Mama,” “Kathleen Mav- Campo’s gang, playing Civil War 
ourneen,” “Men of the North,”| melodies on his fife. The man who 
“Captain Thunder,” “Doorway to] is guarding Donny, not so _ hard- 
Hell” and “The Star Witness.’ | hearted as the rest, is showing him 


Born in Ireland. how to pitch a curve. The boy 
hears the fife and pitches the ball 
out of the window. Grandpa sees 
it, calls the police and the boy is 


saved. 


The Leeds family now have cour- 
age to testify against Campo, who 
is sentenced to death, while Grand- 
pa goes back to the Soldiers’ Home 
to regale his cronies with his latest 
battle. 


TOM DUGAN—Broadway musical 
shows. On the screen in “Broad- 
way Babies,” “Drag,” “Sonny 
Boy,” “The Bad One,” “Night 
Work,” “The Hot Heiress” and 
“The Star Witness.” Born in 
Dublin, Ireland. 


GEORGE ERNST—Famous child 
actor. Seen on the screen in “Men 
of Call,’ “Sunny Side Up,” “Son- 
ny,’ “Along Came Youth” and 
“The Star Witness.” Born in 
Pittsfield, Mass. 


MIKE DONLIN—On screen in 
“Raffles,” “Sea Beast,” “Woman 


See Pages 
8 - 9 - 10 


Proof,” “Her Second Choice,” 
“Oh, Doctor,’ “Ella Cinders.” or Comp ete 


“Unknown Parole,” “Born Reck- 
less,” “Thunderbolt,” “Noisy 
Neighbors,” “Hot Curves,” “Her 
Man” and “The Star Witness.” 
Born in Peoria, Illinois. 


N.Y. Campaign 


DYNAMIC! 


Be Sure 
To Play 
A 


Vitaphone | 
Short 
With This 


Great Hit 


See Your Local 


Warner Exchange 


NOW! 


Beare 


Walter Huston in “The Star Witness”? 


Cut No. 27 Cut 15c, Mat Sc 


THE CAST 


GRAN’PA SUMMERILL, Civil War veteran 

CHARLES (Chic) SALE 
ied eee WALTER HUSTON 
eat aie FRANCES STARR 


WHITLOCK, District Attorney 
MA LEEDS, Gram’ pa’s daughter 


SUE LEEDS, His pretty granddaughter............ SALLY BLANE 
PA LEEDS, His Son-in-Law...........2........ GRANT MITCHELL 
JACKIE LEEDS, Fast-living grandson........ ED. J. NUGENT 


NED LEEDS, Five years old grandson............ DICKY MOORE 
DONNY LEEDS, Tew years old grandson—kidnap ped 
GEORGE ERNST 


THORPE, Aide to attorney RUSSELL HOPTON 


CAMPO, Killer and gang b088.0.........0.c0c000000. .....RALPH INCE 
WILLIAMS, Plain clothes man................. ROBERT ELLIOTT 
MICKY, Guard over kidnapped boy................ MIKE DONLIN 
BROWN, Bungling detective ........0.c6000 000000000. TOM DUGAN 
DOPEY, Sleepy-eyed crook...........000000... FLETCHER NORTON 
JACK SHORT, Fonr-flushing gent.............. GUY D’ENNERY 


HORAN, Clever thee oo 8 So oe NOEL MADISON 


SACKET TY, Tough ee «cua ee ED DEERING 
BIG JACK, Brier). 7 as NAT PENDLETON 
CLERK, Aide to district attorney..........cccccccc000.-. ALLAN LANE 
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SURE-FIRE EXPLO 


ATIO 


Your Ad Campaign 


There are several angles in “The 
Star Witness” on which to back 
your newspaper advertising cam- 
paign. In this press sheet you will 
find several very effective type ads 
of a most unusual nature as well as 
pictorial ads. The type ads proved 
extremely effective in New York 
because of their timeliness. “The 
Star Witness” opened at the Winter 
Garden on Broadway during the 
hectic excitement over the shooting 
of five children by gangsters. Crimes 
similar importance stream across 
newspaper pages almost daily. 
Watch. your local papers closely for 
them and tie your campaign in with 
local news in a way similar to the 
New York campaign. Your lobby 
marquee, trailer and heralds should 
also tie in with the theme in your 
newspaper ads. 


Oldest Civil 


War Veteran 


Another good publicity stunt 
would be to invite the oldest Civil 
War Veteran to the first showing 
of “The Star Witness.” Chic Sale 
plays the part of a Civil War Vet- 
eran with such reality that it would 
be an easy matter to get an en- 
dorsement from your local Veteran. 
Anything he says will make excel- 
lent newspaper copy. And you will 
find newspapers anxious to cooper- 
ate with you on “The Star Witness,” 
because it shouts a message of civic 


and_ national importance. 
rR TE 


Fife Playing Contest 


Here is a stunt that is sure to 
cause wide comment and be of ex- 
treme value in interesting the young 
folk of your town in “The Star 
Witness.” You can go heavily on 
the kid angle, because “The Star 


~~~Witness” is clean, whclesome enter- | 


tainment and carries a message 
every young American SHOULD 
hear. Tie in with your local news- 
paper on this contest, offering prizes 
for the best fife playing kid in town. 
There are plenty of stills in the 
press and star set showing Chic 
Sale playing the fife. Use these 
for illustrations in your newspaper. 
If you think there are not enough 
kids in town familiar with fife play- 
ing to make this contest a success, 
advertise for a fife player as a lobby 
attraction. Your ad should come in 
for a lot of newspaper comment. 
It’s a natural no matter how you 
play it. The songs to be played, 
of course, will be “Yankee Doodle” 
and “Marching Throught Georgia.” 


Street Stunt 


A novel street stunt would be to 
hire a man to impersonate the lead- 
ing character of “The Star Witness” 
as played by Chic Sale, and have 
him walk in the busiest sections of 
your town playing his fife. He 
could stop at intervals and distrib- 
ute heralds announcing that he is 
“The Star Witness” and is on his 
way to your theatre to disclose the 
most startling facts that have the 
police of your town on edge! 

Another way to use this charac- 
ter is to have him stop on busy 
corners, set up a talking platform, 


Boy Scouts of America 


American Legion 


Junior Leagues 
City Officials 
Police Officials 


In Exploiting “The Star Witness , 
Be Sure To Enlist The Aid Of 


Daughters of The American Revolution 
Educators and Public School Officials 


Veterans of the G. A. R. 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 


Parent-Teachers Associations 


Boy Scouts 


Will Help 


Enlist the aid of the Boy Scouts 
in putting over your campaign on 
“The Star Witness.” Here is a pic- 
ture that Boy Scout organizations 
will be glad to endorse because of 
its message to all America. Un- 
doubtedly, you can get the boy 
scouts to parade to your theatre 
on Saturday afternoon. They should 
carry signs and banners reading: 


WE ARE ON OUR WAY TO 
SEE “THE STAR WITNESS” 


AT THE STRAND. 


Reserve a special section for the 
scouts. And be sure to send a 
notice to your newspaper regarding 
their appearance at your theatre. 


Newspaper Contest 


“The Star Witness” presents a 
problem that is on the minds of 
every thinking American. It tells 
a story of a typical American family 
which becomes involved in a notori- 
ous crime, merely because they were 
eye witnesses to it. The testimony 
of this family is enough to convict 
the city’s most notorious criminal, 
who has been captured by the police 
and held pending their identifica- 
tion. However, the father is cap- 
tured and he refuses the proffered 
bribe to keep silent is badly beaten 
by way of intimidation. The gang 
then kidnap the youngest child and 
threaten death if the family appears 
in court and identifies the killer. 

This theme lends itself to one of 
the most timely contests that any 
newspaper can sponsor, i. e. 

Would You Testify Against 

A Gang Leader Though It 

Meant Death At The Hands 

Of His Gang? 

This is a question that will make 
the public think in lieu of many 
similar instances that are acknowl- 
edged to occur almost daily. This 
should be more than a contest. It 
should be a campaign on the part 
of the newspapers to call to arms 
the American public to join hands 
in helping the police’ eradicate or- 
ganized crime. Go after this contest 
with all the power at your com- 
mand. Impress the editor with the 
full importance of the contest as a 
civic good. ‘The Star Witness” has 
been commented upon editorially 
along the above lines and you should 
have no trouble in getting your lo- 
cal newspapers to cooperate with 
you on this picture. 

Se Sn a 


draped with American flags and 
speak to the people on Americanism 
and how they can be of help to 
the police of their city in the fight 
to drive organized crime from the 
country. After his speech, he should 
hand out specially prepared heralds 
on the cover of which should be: 
HOW LONG ARE WE GOING 
TO TOLERATE ORGANIZED 
CRIME. 

On the inside pages should be a 
message, signed by The Star Wit- 
ness, saying that his family has been 
threatened by gangsters because he 
is going to testify against a notori- 
ous criminal. The copy should in- 
corporate all the highlights of the 
film. On the back page should be 
your theatre name and playdates as 
well as the title and cast of the pic- 
ture. 


tge Two 


Please Note Carefully 


That “The Star Witness” is more than a great motion 
picture. It is a call to arms for every thinking American to 
organize and fight the menace that is part of their everyday 
existence. Every civic leader and everybody in a position to 
mold public opinion should be enlisted in the promotion of 
“The Star Witness” because the more people see it, the more 
people will be influenced by its important message. 


In the exploitation outline in this press sheet are ideas that 
will help you carry out plans along the above lines. You owe 
it to yourself and to your city to see that “The Star Witness” 
gets the greatest backing that has ever been put behind any 


picture. 


School 


Cooperation 


It should be a simple task to get 
the cooperation of public and high 
school officials. You might be able 
to arrange a special Saturday morn- 
ing contest at a special rate for your 
local public and high schools. You 
might also arrange to conduct an 
essay contest offering prizes for 
each grade. The subject will natur- 
ally be: 


WHAT DOES “THE STAR 
WITNESS” TEACH EVERY 
AMERICAN CITIZEN? 


Essay contests of this nature have 
been tried in the past with extreme 
success, but never has any picture 
had the appeal to educators as has 
“The Star Witness.” Don’t over- 


look this angle in your exploita- 
tion campaign as it will do more 
to make “The Star Witness” a by- 
word in every household than any 
stunt you can think of. 


One week prior to the opening 
of “The Star Witness” at your thea- 


tre, buy some radio time to an- 


nounce daily the disappearance of 
“The Star Witness” who is wanted 
by the district attorney to testify 
against the most notorious crimi- 
nal in town. Give full description 
of him and offer rewards for infor- 
mation leading to the apprehension 
of the star witness. Limit your 
prizes tickets) to the first fifteen 
The night 
first newspaper an- 
the 


broadcast that the star witness is 


or twenty informants. 
before your 
nouncement of engagement, 
the name of a First National and 
Vitaphone picture that is coming to 
your theatre and give details of the 
plot and its importance to the citi- 


zens of your. town. 


COLORTONE EFFECT 


a 


Beer 


_ 


Make Your Screen Presen- 
tation Artistic and Colorful 


EFFECT SLIDE, 
created 


colored, 


elaborately 
especially for 


The 
STAR WITNESS 


a No. N-84 


Made in two sizes, 4x5 and 314x4 for Breno- 


graph F-7 or any 


standard 


equipment. 


Colored positive alone will give excellent re- 
sults. Can also be used with uncolored nega- 
tive to obtain greater depth. 


PRICE E 


4x5—Colored positive only 
—Set (positive and negative ) 

34%4x4—Colored positive only 
—Set (positive and negative ) 


$2.00 
3.00 
1.50 
2.25 


Order by number direct from 


NATIONAL STUDIOS, INC. 


226 WEST 56th STREET, NEW YORK,N. Y. 


Be sure to specify size and send remittance with 


order, to avoid parcel post and C. O. D. charges. 


Special Preview 


Here is an idea that was proved 
and found to be exceptionally suc- 
cessful in New York and should 
prove the one big stunt of your ex- 
ploitation campaign. 


For the opening of “The Star 
Witness” at the New York Wir’ + 
Garden, Warner Bros. invited 
special preview the editors of 
papers, church leaders, civic \ 
ers, members of the pulpit and every 
person in a.position to mold public 
opinion. The invitation stated that 


“The Star Witness” carried an im- 
portant message to every thinking 
citizen and they, as civic leaders, 
should lend their efforts to the fur- 
therance of it. The invitation also 
stated that when America became 
involved in a war against another 
nation the press and the pulpit use 
their influence to rally America 
round the flag and today America is 
involved in an equally important 
fight to rid the country of the men- 
ace of organized crime. 


The response to this invitation 
was tremendous and resulted in edi- 
torial comment. that made “The 
Star Witness” the most talked of 
picture that has opened on Broad- 
way in years. Be sure to handle 
this preview with the dignity and. 
importance it justly deserves. It ‘« 
America’s answer to the chal! 
of organized crime, which is a 
ject that cannot be slighted in 
possible way. 


_You can also invite the mayor, 
district attorney, educators and other 
civic officials to this preview. Their 


Lobby 


Decoration 


Key your lobby decoration to the 
theme of the picture and the balance 
of your campaign. If your news- 
paper campaign is tied in with lo- 
cal crime news, make your lobby 
carry a similar appeal. Do not de- 
vote your entire lobby to one angle, 
but divide it to include the cast, 
motherlove, local, and patriotic ap- 
peal: ii you play. .ne -tat, Meee 
ness” at the time when gangster 
news is in the headlines, clip your 
newspapers and use the clipping in 
one of your lobby frames. Over 
them letter AMERICA’S AN- 
SWER--TO-ORGANTZS 
CRIME” in big bold letters. 
your other frames use cut-out, 
the posters with catchlines from tus 
ads in this press sheet. 


Lobby Stunt 


_To supplement your regular lobby 
display, have your carpenter build 
an imitation witness stand. On this 
stand place a cut-out of the three 
sheet showing Chic Sale, Dicky 
Moore and Walter Huston. A pan- 
el at back of these figures should 
carry advertising copy from the ads 
in this press sheet. 


Novelties 
Court Summons ae 
1000 2 eee $5.00 
2000: Se 4.50 per M 
S000. a eee 4.00 per M 
SOQUG on eee 3.50 per M 


S00 ee $4.00 
SOG ee ee 6.00 per M 
ri ee See eas 5.50 per M 
SOOQ ae ne -..5.00 per M 
Cardboard Star 
©5002 a ee $6.00 
1000 2 9.50 
SOOR Fe ae Fs ee 8.00 


Above prices include imprinting 
Order direct from 


Economy Novelty & Ptg. Co. 
338 West 39th St., N. Y. City 


STUNTS AND IDEAS! 


Excerpts From N. Y. Reviews 


“A well-knit melodrama with an effective vein of 
sentiment. As an entertainment it is highly 
successful.”—N. Y. Times. 

* * * 


“Not only timely, but moving and dramatic. Here 
certainly is the stuff of effective drama.” 
—Herald Tribune 
%* * * 
Good story, excellently told; there are laughs 
mingled with its tragic factions, and not a little 
inspiration to be better American citizens. Warners 
have clicked again.” —American 


% *% * 


“A vivid screen drama that parallels grim fact. 
Its appeal is powerful. Filled with suspense.” 
Eve. Journal 

® * x 2 


Made of the stuff that popular pictures are made 
of.”—Daily News 

o * * 
Constantly gripping, thrilling and powerful docu- 
ment. First rate entertainment.”—W orld Telegram 


*% * * 


“A vivid, arresting picture. Sure-fire! It moves 
rapidly, it is exciting, it is well acted.’"—Eve. Sun 
* 2 * 


Has its power in the conviction that the tragic 
events might have happened to any domestic 
group living in any community today.” 
—Eve. Graphic 
— % 2 * 


“Comes uncomfortably close to the truth. The cast « 


is excellent. Merits public attention—Eve Post 
x * % 

Packs a punch with pathos and humor. Smacks of 
brilliance. Picture of merit.’—Morning Telegraph 
o# # % 

“A story made doubly impressive by its timeliness. 
Thrilling entertainment. A vastly entertaining 

picture.”—Daily Mirror 


Lobby Card Suggestions 


WALTER” ¢ 
HUSTON 
CHARLES “CHIC” SALE 


DICKEY MOORE 
FRANCES STARR 


GRANT MITCHELL 
RALPH INCE 


Enlarge stills (Star Witness—226, Pub. 
R and Pub. A3) coloring with a flesh 
tint. Background of heads in blue with. 
title in red and cast and copy in black 
on a light green ground. Star is in yellow 
with face in blue. 


Mount stills (Star Witness 218, 230, 22, 
Pub. S) coloring with a light purple tone. 
Copy is black on green ground. Title 
is in green on purple ground. Copy at 
sides is in purple on yellow ground. 


Enlarge still (Star Witness Pub. A 3) 
and run in natural tone. Background of 
head and title is in blue with title in 
white. Run circles in green, yellow and 
red. Copy and cast is in black on a yellow 
ground.... 


Follow ad illustration and use (Star |. 
Witness 228, 41, Pub. A 3) Color ground 
red and title and copy in black. Cast is 
yellow. Color hand in deep purple... . 


Chic Sale Came Early 
To The Lot To Put On 


‘Star Witness’ Front 


A week of ten-hour working days 
was used by Charles (Chic) Sale 
in applying his make up for “The 
Star Witness” coming to the....... 
a neawe ee next during film- 
ing of the picture at the Warner 
Bros. studio in Hollywood. 

This time represented one-fifth of 
the five weeks before the cameras. 
It meant, however, no actual loss 
of studio hours, for Sale applied his 
greases, rouges and crepe hair in 
those hours of the morning before 
the rest of the company came to 
work. 

Sale’s character in “The Star Wit- 
ness” is that of a Grand Army vet- 
eran, a feeble but high-spirited old 
fellow who comes through with fly- 
ing colors—freeing his kidnapped 
grandson—foiling the gang that did 
it and giving a live tip to the cops. 

It took Sale two hours each morn- 
ing—from seven until nine—to pre- 
pare for his day’s work, for the 
make-up had to be-camera-proof in 
order to preserve the illusion of 
age through all manner of close-ups 
and medium shots. 

Walter Huston and Frances Starr 
are also featured in “The Star Wit- 
ness” and the cast includes Sally 
Blane, Grant Mitchell, Edward J. 
Nugent, Dicky Moore, Ralph Ince, 
Tom Dugan, Russell Hopton, Flet- 
cher Norton, Robert Elliott, Guy 
D’Ennery, George Ernst, Mike Don- 
lin, Noel Madison, Ed Deering and 
Nat Pendleton. William Wellman 
directed. 


Civil War Veterans | 
Look On At Filming 
Of “Star Witness’’ 


(Advance—Plant 1 Day Before) 

The montony of life was relieved 
for several hundred veterans of the 
National Soldiers Home at Saw- 
telle, California, during the filming 
of Warner Bros. “The Star Wit- 
ness,” in which Charles (Chic) Sale 
and Walter Huston are featured and 
which comes to the........ Theatre 
Sees next. 

The Home and its surrounding 
grounds were used as backgrounds 
for several sequences of the pro- 
duction, in which Sale portrays his 
famous character of Gran’pa Sum- 
merill—the man who knew Lincoln. 

Sale’s mimicry was regarded with 
distrust by the several genuine 
Grand Army veterans at the home 
until they became assured, through 
watching him work, that he was not 
burlesquing the character, but treat- 
ing it with sincere reverence. 

Sale explained to these Grand 
Army boys that never in his more 
than twenty years of stage work 
has he presented a character that 
could possibly offend even the origi- 
nal from which it was taken and 
they believed him. 

Others in the cast of “The Star 
Witness” are Frances Starr, Sally 
Blane, Grant Mitchell, Edward J. 
Nugent, Dicky Moore, Ralph Ince, 
Tom Dugan, Russell Hopton, Flet- 
cher Norton, Robert Elliott, Guy 
D’Ennery, George Ernst, Mike Don- 
lin, Noel Madison, Ed Deering and 
Nat Pendleton. William Wellman 
directed. 


PPh in ARLES Sa IY Tooter mn th 


HEROES OVERNIGHT ! 


Their story—their pic- 
tures carried on every 
front page! They have 
knowledge of the most 
vital importance to the 
state—And they’re going 
to tell it even at the cost 
of their lives! 


Remember 
Charlie Chap- 
lin and Jackie 
Coogan in “The 
Kid”? Here’s 
another great 
team in a pic- 
ture equally as 
great! 


WITN 


A thundering drama of power! 
Theone picture you’ll remember! 


with 


WALTER HUSTO 


CHAS. “CHIC” SALE 
DICKEY MOORE 


FRANCES STARR 


RALPH INCE — SALLY BLANE 
ROBERT ELLIOT 


A WARNER BROS & VITAPHONE 
DRAMATIC THUNDERBOLT! 


Bring the family Tonight 


Cut No. 11 


Cut 40c, Mat 10c 


CATCHLINES 


SOMETIME OLYMPIC 
WRESTLING KING 


HERE IN FILM 
“The Star Witness” Will Make Your Blood 
Tingle—Start Your Tears and Stop 
Them With Uproarious Laughter! 


Nat Pendleton, winner of the world’s 
amateur wrestling crown at the Olym- 
pic games in 1920 and professional 
champion of Europe in 1924, is a mem- 
ber of the cast of “The Star Witness,” 
the Warner Bros. production featuring 
Charles (Chic) Sale and Walter Hus- 
ton, now at the....eccccccces. Theatre. 

Pendleton, before his Olympic com- 
petition was intercollegiate champion 
of the United States, winning that title 
at Columbia University where he was 
captain of the wrestling team. 

“The Star Witness” presents Chic 
Sale as Gran’pa Summerill—the man 
who knew Lincoln—a part made fam- 
ous by him on the vaudeville stage. 
Gran’pa gets a forty-eight-hour leave 
from the Soldiers’ Home, during which 
he frees his kidnapped grandson, rounds 
up the thugs, gives some tall tips to 
the cops an caps the climax by acting 
at the trial as the star witness. Wil- 
liam Wellman directed. 


* + * & 


Self-Preservation is Nature’s First Law! 
See “The Star Witness” for 


Proof! 


* *e #£ & 


Is Crime Your Problem—or thie Law’s Problem? 
* oe * x 


Absorbing Solution of the Question of the Hour! 


* ££ * & 


If You Were Forced to Be the Star Witness 
Would You Think of Self or Country? 
koe & * 
Are We All Cowards at Heart? See “Star Witness”! 
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_USE THEM! 


"YOU'VE GOT TO INVENT NEW 


CHICSALE TELLS HOW HE CREATED 
HIS FUNNY CHARACTERS, INCLUDING 
LEM PUTT, THE FAMOUS SPECIALIST 


“The Star Witness,’ 


First 


National Production 


Featuring Charles (Chic) Sale, Walter Huston 


And Frances Starr, 


Now At The Strand 


(Feature. Plant 2nd Day in No. 1 Paper) 


Charles (Chic) Sale, now at 


the Theatre in his first 


picture “The Star Witness,’ a Warner Bros. production, is 
held in high regard by millions as one of the really great crea- 


tive artists. 
the word, for his humor lies in 


He is not a comedian in the ordinary sense of 


his character—in his Lem Putt 


Bessie Belch—Filbert Twitch—and Gran’pa Summerill, The 


Man Who Knew Lincoln—rather than in himself. 


Lem and 


Bessie and Filbert. are among Sale’s favorite characters though 


he has done over thirty others. 


“T did not invent these folks,” 
said Sale, replying to a question, as 
he sat in his canvas chair at the 
studio while “The Star Witness” 
was in production. 

“I depict characters that I have 
known. I never unduly exaggerate 
them, nor do I color them in any 
way to make them offensive to the 
peonle I paint. I’m really one of 
them myself, for my entire youth 
was spent in a small town, and I’m 
still a small town man in my likes 
and dislikes.” 

SIMPLICITY IS KEY 

Sale, who re-creates his famous 
character, Gran’pa Summerill, The 
Man Who Knew Lincoln, in “The 
Star Witness,” considers simplicity 
the key to all true artistry. 

“The little homely touches are the 
things audiences like,” he declares. 
“T’ve been proving the truth of this 
for a good many years now.’ 

Sale was born in Huron, South 
Dakota, a few more than thirty 
years ago. His father, a dentist, 
moved the family to Urbana, Illi- 
nois, when Chic was a youngster. 
It was there that he made those 
small town contacts and observa- 
tions which later provided the fund 
of material for his professional 
career. 

“T didn’t leave Urbana until I 
was twenty-one,” Sale reveals. “I’d 


_.. won considerable local reputation as 
a mimic and all my friends agreed 
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that I could make just about the 
funniest faces they’d ever seen. So 
I got a letter from the mayor of 
Urbana—a friend of my father—to 
the mayor’s brother, who was man- 
ager of the Majestic Theatre in Chi- 
cago, and went to see him. When 
I’d finished showing him what I 
could do he said to me: ‘Young 
man, you'll sure get ahead. If you’ve 
got the nerve to come to the finest 
vaudeville theatre in the West to 
get a try-out for that bum act, 
you're bound to get somewhere be- 
fore you are through’.” 

Instead of being discouraged by 
the result of his first effort to get 
a job in a theatre, Sale found com- 
fort in the words of the manager. 
Within two years he had battered 
his way up through small time 
vaudeville engagements to return to 
the Majestic as the headliner of the 
current bill. 

KNOCK WAS A BOOST 

Today Sale is one of the most ver- 
satile actors of the stage. For the 
past five seasons he has appeared 
on Broadway in his own musical 
show, under Shubert management, 
and has directed and written for 
the productions, as well as played 
in them. Under the sponsorship of 
a nationally known oil company he 
is a weekly favorite over a coast to 
coast radio chain. He writes a daily 
article which is syndicated to sixty- 
five newspapers, and_ personally 
manages his own publishing house, 
established when he wrote “The 
Specialist.” 

That book, Sale reveals, came in- 
to being as a means of protecting 
his vaudeville act. Lem Putt, de- 
signer and builder de luxe, actually 
lived. He was a carpenter whom 
Sale knew in his boyhood. Sale 
originally introduced “The Special- 
ist” as a character of his profes- 
sional family, reserving him for spe- 
cial engagements when he was ad- 
dressing stag gatherings as an en- 
tertainer. 

Lem’s fame spread with unexpec- 
ted rapidity and soon the act was 
being imitated by rivals of Sale. To 
protect his material he put “The 
Specialist” in book form that he 
might copyright it. Fame, and for- 
tune, followed. The publisher of the 
little volume had anticipated at best 
a sale of a few thousand copies. 
More than a million copies have 
been sold to date and Sale owns the 
publishing company that made the 
initial printing, having bought it 
out of a part of the proceeds of his 
authorship. 

“In a way that book has dam- 
aged my reputation as an actor, if 
I ever had much of a reputation,” 
Sale complains with a smile. ‘“Peo- 
ple invariably say, ‘Oh, yes, you’re 
the fellow that wrote the little book.’ 
They never remember me for my 
years of work on the stage, or if 
they do they rarely refer to it.” 

Featured in “The Star Witness 
with Mr. Sale are Walter Huston 
and Frances Starr. Others in the 
fine cast are Sally Blane, Grant 
Mitchell, Edward J. Nugent, Dicky 


Moore, "Ralph Ince, Tom Dugan, 
Russell Hopton, Fletcher Norton, 
Robert Elliott, Guy D’Ennery, 


George Ernst, Mike Donlin, Noel 
Madison, Ed Deering and Nat Pen- 
dleton. The story is by Lucien 
Hubbard. William A. Wellman di- 
rected. ——— 


“Star Witness” Player Was 
Olympic Wrestling Champ 


(Current Reader) 

Nat Pendleton, featured in “The 
Star Witness” with Charles (Chic) 
Sale and Walter Huston at the 
Theatre, once was the Olympic 
heavyweight wrestling champion 
and also intercollegiate champion of 
the United States. Charles (Chic) 
Sale and Walter Huston are fea- 
tured in “The Star Witness.” 


DRAMA! COMEDY! TRAGEDY! PATHOS! 


THE LAST 


A 


FIVE -YEARS 


OF SCREEN PRODUCTION 
HAVE BEEN LEADING UP 
TO THIS STARTLING CLIMAX | 


THE STAR 
. WITNESS 


America will hail it as the Rebirth of a Nation! 
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Ralph Ince Cast As 


In “Star Witness” 


(Biography July 15, 1931) 


Ralph Ince, who plays the part 
of Campo, the menace in “The Star 
Witness,’ the Warner Bros. pro- 
duction featuring Chic Sale and 
Walter Huston, now at the ...... 
Theatre, was born in Boston in 1887 
and began his stage career in the 
company of Richard Mansfield. He 
has directed, as well as acted in, 
many plays and has been employed 
in both capacities. on the screen 
also. 

He appeared as Lincoln in a se- 
ries of pictures on the great eman- 
cipator which were produced by 
Vitagraph. He has directed for 
many of the great producers. He 
acted in and directed “Not for Pub- 
lication,” “Shanghaied,” ‘Chicago 
After Midnight” and “Bigger Than 
Barnum’s” and directed “Coney 
Island,” “South Sea Love,” “Hit of 
the Show,” “Hardboiled” and “Hur- 
ricane.” He played heavy roles in 
“Wall Street,” “Big Fight,’ “Num- 
bered Men,” “Little Caesar” and 
“The Star Witness.” 

Mr. Ince’s favorite sports are golf 
and tennis. 


Dickey Moore and Charles ‘Chic 


“STAR WITNESS” IS ACCLAIMED HERE 
Gang Leader,Campo | AS POWERFUL MELODRAMA, FILLED 
WITH QUAINT HUMOR AND HUMANITY 


Walter Huston, Charles (Chic) Sale And Frances Starr 
Featured In Warner Bros. Picture Now 
Being Shown At The Strand 


(Review Featuring the Story) 


The large audience at the 


Theatre last night enthusi- 


astically’ applauded “The Star Witness,’ a picture which is 
unique in being both melodrama and heart-warming human 


comedy. 


Its grim theme—the danger which we all incur of innocently 
falling prey to the evil characters who lurk in every town, big 
and little—is made less grim by the characters to whom we 
are introduced, and which we feel we have always known and 


always want to know. 


The high-speed action begins 
when Gran’pa Summerill, the Man 
Who Knew Lincoln (you must have 
seen Chic Sale play this part in 
vaudeville) gets a forty-eight-hour 
leave from the Soldiers’ Home, to 
visit his married daughter and her 
family, in town. The family, in- 
cluding Pa Leeds and Ma, the pert 
young daughter, the grown sons, the 
two small boys and, of course, 
Gran’pa—are at supper when they 


The STAR 
WITNESS 


Sale in “The Star Witness 


A Warner Bros. and Vitaphone Picture. 
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are called to the window by smots, 
just in time to see a man shoot 
another. The thugs rush through 
the Leeds house, followed by police 
—and escape. : . 


This puts the family in the posi- 
tion of being the only ones who saw 
the shooting. . The gangsters beat 
up Pa Leeds, -and intimidate the 
rest of the family to prevent their 
testifying before the district attor- 
ney. Finally the little boy is kid- 
napped. 


It is Gran’pa Summerill, in his 
Grand Army blue, with his shrill 
fife in action, who wanders about 
the haunts of the gang—frees the 
kid, foils the thugs, gives some live 
tips to the cops—and finally acts 
as star witness. But it is the amaz- 
ing things that happen along the 
way—the thrills—the fun and the 
pathos which makes “The Star Wit- 
ness” so compelling. 


Walter Huston is up to his high 
standard in his portrayal of t* 
trict attorney; Chic Sale 
course, inimitable as Gran’p. A- 
merill, star witness, Frances Starr 
is fine as gran’pa’s daughter and 
mother of the kidnapped boy. Oth- 
ers in the capable cast are Sally 
Blane, Grant Mitchell, Edward J. 
Nugent, Dicky Moore, Ralph Ince, 
Tom Dugan, Russell Hopton, Flet- 
cher Norton, Robert Elliott, Guy 
D’Ennery, George Ernst, Mike Don- 
lin, Noel Madison, Ed Deering and 
Nat Pendleton. 


tig. 


William A. Wellman, who direct- 
ed “Wings” and recently did “The 
Public Enemy” and “Night Nurse,” 
has been eminently successful in his 
direction. This is a picture that 
no one should miss. Take the 
whole family for an evening of 
grand and glorious entertainment. 


— # 
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SUPERLATIVES FOR THIS ONE” 
UG 


ROUTINE STORY 


(This. story contains all the important facts about “The Star Witness.” 
Release it several days before the run to all newspapers) 


DIP LY 


to thrill you to the core ; 


“The Star Witness,’ a Warner Bros. production featuring 
“iter Huston, Charles (Chic) Sale and Frances Starr, comes to 
Theatre next. 


“— This great picture, while having as its theme the danger 
which all of us run, of innocently falling afoul of underworld 
domination, combines the most thrilling melodrama with heart- 
warming comedy and pathos. 

The featured players—Walter Huston, who so unforgettably 
played Abraham Lincoln—Chic Sale, whose characterizations of 
rural folks have made him beloved everywhere—and Frances 
Starr—are ably supported by a cast that includes Sally Blane, 
Grant Mitchell, Edward J. Nugent, Ralph Ince, Tom Dugan, 
Russell Hopton, Fletcher Norton, Robert Elliott, Guy D’Ennery, 
Mike Donlin, Noel Madison, Ed Deering, Nat Pendleton—and 
the two clever child actors, Dicky Moore and George Ernst. 

The character which Chic Sale plays is one you already 
know—Gran’pa Summerill, the Man Who Knew Lincoln. The 
foxy, fife-playing Civil War veteran is on a forty-eight hour 
leave from the Soldiers’ Home—during which he is interrupted 


at his daughter’s dinner table by shooting in the street. 
The whole family, rushing to the window, see a notorious 


thug shoot down another man. 
later waylaid by the gang—and all 


The father of the family is 
are intimidated into refusing 


to testify before the district attorney as to what they have wit- 


nessed. 


It is Gran’pa Summerill, who frees his kidnapped grandson, 
~ounds up the criminals, gives some live tips to the cops, and 
illy turns star witness—but this is only the barest outline of 
tory so exciting and at the same time so human that it makes 


~__.scription quite impossible. 


Lucien Hubbard wrote story and dialogue and did _the 
adaptation. The excellent photography is by James Van Trees. 
William A. Wellman, who directed “Wings,” “The Public 
Enemy” and “Night Nurse,” is responsible for the direction. 


Famous Child Actor Madison Began His 


Plays Big Part In 
“Star Witness” 


(Biography July 15, 1931) 


George Ernst, the child actor who 
plays the part_of Donny Leeds, in 
“The Star Witness,” the Warner 
Bros. production featuring Chic 
Sale and Walter Huston, now at 
the Theatre, was born in 
Pittsfield, Mass. He has been in 
pictures for four years, entering 

\e was but five. 


Yre plays the part of the small 
baseball fan who is kidnapped by 
thugs, and escapes, when he hears 
his old Civil War grand-daddy pass- 
ing the room where he is a prisoner, 
playing his fife. The boy’s guard, 
not so hard-hearted as the rest of 
the gang, has been teaching him to 
throw a curve. When Donny hears 
the music of the fife, he throws 
the ball out the window. Grand- 
daddy sees it, runs for the police, 
and frees the boy. 


George has appeared in many pic- 
tures, among them being “Men on 
Call,” “Sunny Side Up,” “Sonny,” 
“Along Came Youth” and “The 
Star Witness.’ 


Stage Career With 
“Charlot’s Revue” 


(Biography July 15, 1931) 

Noel Madison, who appears in 
“The Star Witness,” the Warner 
Bros. production featuring Chic Sale 
and Walter Huston, now at the 
Theatre, though born in the 
United States, was educated in Eng- 
land, France and Switzerland. 


He began his career at the age of 
sixteen in Charlot’s Revue at the 
Prince of Wales Theatre in Lon- 
don. His first screen role came 
after fifteen years experience on the 
stage, including Shakespeare, melo- 
drama, comedy, vaudeville, farce and 
musical comedy. 


Mr. Madison’s father was Mau- 
rice Moskovitz, a member of the 
old Moscow Art Theatre group un- 
der Deutchenko and Stanislavsky. 
He was one of the really great Shy- 
locks. A brother, Maaskoff, is an 
internationally-known violinist. 


Noel Madison is married to Mar- 
jorie Joyce Nathan. He is a great 


reader. His hobby is collecting old 
prints, and his favorite pastime 
walking. His ambition is to have 


a theatre of his own. 


He appeared in “Sinners’ Holi- 
day.” 
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Eddie Nugent Gets 
Prominent Role In 
“The Star Witness” 


(Biography July 15, 1931) 


Edward Nugent, who plays the 
patt of Jackie Leeds in “The Star 
Witness,” the Warner Bros. 
duction -nowzat the ~-....-. 
atre, was born and educated in New 
York City. 


His father was a stage manager 
and Eddie started out by playing 
in his father’s company. Pictures 
fascinated him and to get into the 
game he took a laborer’s job on 
the M.G.M. lot. He was for a time 
a gag-man and then went back to 
acting. 


Pictures in which he has appeared 
are “Dancing Daughters,” “The Bel- 
lamy Trial,” “The Duke Steps Out,” 
“Our Modern Maidens,” “Loose 
Ankles,” “Untamed,” “Girl of the 
Show,” “The Vagabond Lover,” 
“Young Sinners,” “Night Nurse,” 
“Local Boy Makes Good” ard “The 
Star Witness.”- 


Pretty Sally Blane 
Plays The Daughter 


In “Star Witness’’ 


(Biography July 15, 1931) 


Sally Blane, who plays the part 
of Sally Leeds in “The Star Wit- 
ness,” the Warner Bros. production 
now at the Theatre, is the 
younger sister of the Youngs, Lo- 
retta and Polly Ann. 


She was born in Salida, Colorado, 
and educated at Ramona Convent 
in Alhambra, California. Among 


her pictures are “The Collegian,” | 


“Dead Man’s Curve,” “Her Sum- 


mer Hero,’ Outlawed,’ ‘“Horse- 
men of the Plains,” ‘Shootin’ 
Irons,” “Heroes of the Night,” 


“Wife Savers,” “Fools for Luck,” 
“Wolves of the City,” “The Very 
Idea,” “Half-Marriage,” “The Vag- 
abond Lover,” “Show of Shows,” 
“Tanned Legs,” “Little Accident” 
and “The Star Witness.” 


Miss Blane is five feet four and 
one-salf inches in height, weighs 
one hundred and seventeen pounds 
and has hazel eyes and light brown 
hair. 
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Walter Huston Plays 
District Attorney 
In “Star Witness” 


(Biography July 15, 1931) 


Walter Huston, who plays the 
part of the district attorney in “The 
Star Witness,’ the Warner Bros. 
production now at the The- 
atre, is known as one of the most 
accomplished and versatile actors on 
either stage or screen. On the lat- 
ter he first came into prominence 
in “Gentlemen of the Press.” . 


ee weer 


Huston is a Canadian by birth, 
and is of Scotch and Irish parent- 
age. His father was a contractor, 
and young Huston studied to be an 
engineer. At the age of eighteen, 
however, the acting idea became too 
strong. After a period with a To- 
ronto stock company he ran away, 
riding the brake beams to New 
York. After half starving there for 
some time he finally landed a three- 
line part in Richard Mansfield’s 
company, promptly bungled his 
lines the first night and was fired. 
He dogged it along in acting until 
1905, when he gave up the stage 
and returned to Toronto to follow 
engineering. Meanwhile he had been 
married. 


The call of the stage was too 
strong, however, and after four 
years he returned, organizing the 
vaudeville team of “Whipple & 
Huston.” He remained in vaude- 
ville for twelve years. His break 
came in a peculiar way. Realizing 
he was getting nowhere in vaude- 
ville he decided to go in for an 
elaborate act. He invested $5,000 
in stage equipment, and hired a cast. 
The Keith people would only give 
him $1,250 for the act. He needed 
$1,500 a week to make it pay. Just 
then the Shuberts were making 
their abortive attempt at “vaude,” 
and they offered him twenty weeks 
at $1,750 a week. He took it, but 


later was blacklisted by the Keith 
people. — 

He was very hard up when he 
happened to see a play that a friend 
was to produce. He read it and 
felt that he could play the title role. 
It was “Mr. Pitt.” He got the 
role, and was a star overnight. “The 
Fountain,” “Congo,” “The Barker,” 
“Elmer the Great,” “The Commo- 
dore Marries,” and “Desire Under 
the Elms” followed. 


Then pictures claimed him. Fol- 
lowing “Gentlemen of the Press,” 
he appeared in “The Lady Lies,” 
“The Virginian,” “The Bad Man,” 
“Abraham Lincoln,” “The Ruling 
Voice” and “The Star Witness.” 


Huston is six feet tall, weighs 
one hundred and eighty pounds, has 
blue eyes and dark hair, and was 
born April 6, 1884. He has a son 
twenty-three years of age, who is 
a well-known author. Despite his 
picture career he hopes to continue 
to do an occasional play in New 
York. 


Frances Starr Plays 
AProminentRoleln 
“Star Witness” 


(Biography July 15, 1931) 


Frances Starr, who plays the part 
of Ma Leeds in “The Star Wit- 
ness,” the Warner Bros. production 
now at the ...... Theatre, is seen 
in her second screen role, her first 
having been in “Five Star Final.” 


Miss Starr is one of the most 
famous actresses of the stage. 
Among her successes are “The Girl 


~ I Left Behind Me,” “The Moth 


and the Flame,” “The Royal Box,” 
“If I Were King” and “The Easiest 
Way.” Her latest stage roles were 
Isabella Queen of Castile in “Im- 
mortal Isabella” in 1927; Dora in 
“Diplomacy” in 1928; and “Fallen 
— in which she toured in 
1929. 


Miss Starr was born in Oneonta, 
New York. She was educated in 
the Albany schools, first appearing 
there on the stage under the man- 
agement of Frederick Bond. The 
following autumn she joined the 
Murray Hill Theatre stock com- 
pany, remaining with them several 
seasons. Miss Starr now resides in 
Garden City, Long Island. 
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In Every Picture 
To Conjure Luck 


(Current—Plant sth Day) 


True to a precedent started when 
he directed “Wings.” Director Wil- 
liam Wellman plays a minor char- 
acter bit in his latest screen offer- 
ing, “The Star Witness,” the War- 
ner Bros. production now at the 
oe Theatre. 


Mr. Wellman has appeared be- 
fore the cameras in every film he 
has ever directed, considering it a 
concession to luck which he can- 
not afford to miss. 


In “The Star Witness” which 
features Charles (Chic) Sale and 
Walter Huston, Wellman appears 
as a telephone company workman, 
employed at cable splicing in a 
street manhole. As such he has a 
brief scene with Chic Sale, who 
plays his famous character of the 
Union Army veteran. 


Others in the cast of “The Star 
Witness” are Frances Starr, Sally 
Blane, Grant Mitchell, Edward J. 
Nugent, Dicky Moore, Ralph Ince, 
Tom Dugan, Russell Hopton, Flet- 
cher Norton, Robert Elliott, Guy 
D’Ennery, George Ernst, Mike 
Donlin, Noel Madison, Ed Deering 
and Nat Pendleton. 


OF CLIMAXES! 
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Favorite Creation 
In “Star Witness” 


(Advance—Plant 4 Days Before) 


Of the many characters he has 
created Charles (Chic) Sale has 
more affection for old Cap Sum- 
merill—the man who knew Lincoln 
—than for any of the other thirty 
odd people he has made famous 
through years of presenting them in 
the theatre. 


“I have worked out a separate 
philosophy for each of my people,” 
Sale explains. “Each is an individu- 
al, with a definite personality apart 
from mine. The old Captain, with 
his trick knee, and his memories of 
the Battles of the Wilderness and 
of Shiloh, is my particular pet, al- 
though Lem Putt—the specialist—is 
a likable fellow too.” 


Sale, now in Hollywood has been 
spending his time with the man who 
knew Lincoln—who is one of the 
principal characters in Warner Bros. 
“The Star Witness,” which comes 
to =the-s =: Theatre........ next. 
In this picture Sale is featured with 
Walter Huston and Frances Starr. 
Others in the cast are Sally Blane, 
Grant Mitchell, Edward J. Nugent, 
Dicky Moore, Ralph Ince, Tom Du- 
gan, Russell Hopton, Fletcher Nor- 
ton, Robert Elliott, Guy D’Ennery, 
George Ernst, Mike Donlin, Noel 
Madison, Ed Deering and Nat Pen- 
dieton. 


WALTER HUSTON AND CHIC SALEHEAD 
BRILLIANT CAST OF “STAR WITNESS” 
CURRENT ATTRACTION ATTHESTRAND 


Melodrama Blends With Quaint Humor And Humanity 
In Latest Warner Bros. Film Which Was Loudly 
Applauded By Local Fans Last Evening 


(Review Featuring the Cast) 


Chic Sale is a whole show in himself. 


Few there are who 


do not know him through his score or so of vaudeville char- 
acterizations, his “Specialist” his radio program or his syndi- 
cated articles—and now he makes his screen bow in a story 
built about one of his most lovable creations—Gran’pa Sum- 
merill, the Man Who Knew Lincoln. 


Gran’pa Summerill on a_ forty- 
eight-hour leave from the Soldiers’ 
Home—visits his daughter and her 
family—sees a man shoot another 
just outside the window while he 
and his folks sit at dinner—making 
them all liable to be called as wit- 
nesses before the district attorney 
—who is played with consummate 
art by Walter Huston. 

The family, all but Gran’pa Sum- 
merill—are intimidated into silence. 
The little boy of the household is 
kidnapped and his father waylaid. 
Gran’pa meanders through the 
streets, near the supposed haunts of 
the thugs, playing his fife as he 
goes. 

He frees his grandson—rounds up 
the thugs—gives some clever tips 
to the local cops—and caps the cli- 
max by appearing at the trial of 
the killer as star witness. But what 
thrills and laughs there are along 
the way—before this is accom- 
plished. 

Frances Starr splendidly portrays 
Gran’pa’s daughter and mother of 
the stolen boy. Other parts are 
deftly interpreted by Sally Blane, 
Grant Mitchell, Edward J. Nugent, 
Dicky Moore, aged five, Ralph Ince, 
Tom Dugan, Russell Hopton, Flet- 
cher Norton, Robert Elliott, Guy 
D’Ennery, George Ernst, aged nine, 
Mike Donlin, Noel Madison, Ed 
Deering and Nat Pendleton. _ 

William A. Wellman, who direct- 
ed the first great air-picture, 
“Wings,” and recently did “The 
Public Enemy and “Night Nurse,” 
directs “The Star Witness” with his 
usual skill. Story, dialogue and 
adaptation are by Lucien Hubbard, 
who deserves credit for conceiving 
one of the most unusual and de- 
lightful creations of this or any sea- 
son. 

Chic Sale, as the foxy old Civil 
War soldier, who is forever talking 
about the battles he has won—tip- 
pling or giving his opinions on any 
and every subject—is a character 
of moving and unforgettable charm. 
As we said in the beginning, he 
is a show within himself. So is 
Walter Huston—and so is Frances 
Starr. A great cast and a great 
picture—a picture for everybody. 
Take all your friends to see it. The 


The Savoy Theatre, 

realizing its duty as 
a civic institution, 
urges you to see 
“The Star Witness” 
and bring the whole 
family. 


_ Cut No. 15 


Grant Mitchell Seen 
As Victim Of Knaves 
“TheStar Witness” 


Sate 


(Biography July 15, 1931) 


Grant Mitchell, who plays the 
part of Pa Leeds in “The Star Wit- 
ness,” the Warner Bros. p- § ~- 
tion, now at the ...... y 
has been a leading actor 2 
American stage since 1902, whv.. ne 
made his debut with Richard Mans- 
field in Shakespeare repertory. 


He is a native of Columbus, Ohio 
and is a graduate of Ohio State 
University and Harvard Law 
School. He practiced as an attor- 
ney for three years before enroll- 
ing in the American Academy of 
Dramatic Arts, in preparation for 
a theatrical career. 


After his appearance with Mans- 
field he was under the management 
of Charles Frohman for six years, 
appearing in numerous plays. The 
turning point in his career was his 
employment by George M. Cohan — 
to create the title role in “The 
Tailor Made Man,” which put his 
name in electric lights. He later 
created starring roles in “Get Rich 
Quick Wallingford,” “It Pays to 
Advertise,” “The Champion,” “The 


Whole Town’s Talking,” “The 
Hero” and many others. P x 


lately toured the country it 

vival of “It Pays to Adve...” 
His first talking picture role was in 
Warner Bros. “Man to Man.” 


Mr. Mitchell is five feet seven 
inches tall, weighs one hundred and 
fifty-five pounds and has sandy hair 
and brown eyes. He says his hob- 
by is watching other people act,» 


rest is guaranteed. and his pastime is walking. 


No finer entertainment 
—no greater thrill no © 
deeper understanding of 
life—has ever been con- 
ceived by human mind. 


with 


WALTER HUSTON 


CHIC S Ade 
DICKEY MOORE 
GRANT MITCHELL 
FRANCES STARR 


RALPH INCE 
SALLY BLANE 
ROBERT ELLIOTT 


. A WARNER BROS. & VITAPHONE 
DRAMATIC THUNDERBOLT 
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NET 


“—— 


OF MONEY AND GOOD WILL 


OFFICIAL BILLING 


WARNER BROS. PICTURES, INC. 
& THE VITAPHONE CORP. 


present 


“THE STAR WITNESS” 
with 
WALTER HUSTON 
CHARLES “CHIC” SALE 
Dickey Moore - Grant Mitchell - Frances Starr 
Ralph Ince - Sally Blane - Robert Elliott 
Story and dialogue by LUCIEN HUBBARD 


Directed by WILLIAM A. WELLMAN 


A Warner Bros. and Vitaphone Production 
OO 
“Rope’s End” Brought Frances Starr Creates Big 


Fame To ‘Star Part in “Star Witness’? 
Witness” Player 


(Current Reader) 


Frances Starr, one of America’s 
best known actresses, who made her 
screen debut in “Five Star Final”— 
is featured with Charles (Chic) Sale 
and Walter Huston in “The Star 
Witness,” new Warner Brothers’ 
film triumph now at the.......... 
Theatre. Miss Starr plays the mo- 
ther in this character melodrama, 
and brings to the role superb fin- 
esse. William Wellman directed. 


(Current Reader) 


Noel Madison, featured with 
Charles (Chic) Sale and Walter 

‘uston in “The Star Witness” at 

ee. ee Theatre, is the son of 
__saurice Moskovitch, most famous 
actor of the Yiddish stage. Madison 
is best known for his portrayal of 
the role of the dilletante detective 
in the play “Rope’s End.” 


—Hays Organizati 
Gangsters Try To Hush |“ YOU CAN'T HIDE BEHIND YOUR SEX 


Witness By Kidnapping|-. TALK - - | WANT THE TRUTH - - WHA1 
— Sn, DID YOU gram 


Ex 


(Advance Reader) 


“The Star Witness,” the Warner 
Bros. production featuring Charles 
(Chic) Sale and Walter Huston, and |’ 
coming to the ‘Theatre: is. 
next, depicts ways by which Campo, 
leader of a group of thieves, silenced 
those who might have appeared 
against him at the trial. . Kidnap- 
ping the boy of the family, he threat- 
ened his death if the truth was re- 
vealed. Chic Sale plays the lad’s | 
old fife-playing Civil War grand- 
daddy—who on a forty-eight hours 
leave from the Soldiers’ Home—de- 
vises a clever way to foil the thugs 
and help the cops. 


4 


Man Who Directed 
**Wings” Now Does 
“The Star Witness” 


William Wellman, the young man 
who caused a stir in the picture 
world by his direction of “Wings,” 
has since had many successes to 
his credit and the latest is “The 
Star Witness,” the Warner Bros. 
production featuring Charles (Chic) 
Sale and Walter Huston, and com- 
ing to the ...... Theatre 
next. Mr. Wellman was a World 
War ace, serving with the Lafayette 
Escadrille with the French before 


z ITNESS 


WALTER HUSTON 


A 


our entry into the war. He was ToUNORE CHAS. “CHIC” SALE 
invalided home when a_ bombed - 
plane brought him to the ground BOLT THAT 


DICKEY MOORE 


with serious injuries. WILL STIR 
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“When a bunch of white 
livered rats can tell us how to 
run out lives, its time the citi- 
zens of this town did some- 
thing!” 


“My family has been threatened 
with death if they tell who com- 
mitted the most vicious crime 
ever heard of. But I'll tell all! 
And hell’s sure to be a-poppin’ 
when I do!” 


The STA 


Sensation 

= WY WITNESs 
country! 

Months on with 

Broadway! WA LTER HUSTON 
America’s CHAS. “CHIC” SALE 


DICKEY MOORE 
GRANT MITCHELL 
FRANCES STARR 


RALPH INCE — SALLY BLANE 
ROBERT ELLIOT 


challenge to 
its greatest 


menace! 


OPENS -£O NIGHT 


PRINCESS 


Cut 60c, Mat 15c 


Cut No. 16 


AMERICANS! 


A WARNER BROS. 
& VITAPHONE HIT 
Cut No. 6 


Little Live Stock Around 


(Advance Reader) 
Chic Sale, who is featured with 
Walter Huston in “The Star Wit- 
ness,” the Warner Bros. production 
which comes to the Theatre 
ene next, insists that the back 
yard of his new home in fashion- 
able Beverly Hills shall have more 
than a touch of rustic simplicity. 
There is a chicken run, a high swing 
and teeter-totter for the children, 
and a goat, the only one in the ex- 
clusive confines of the town. “I 
like to have a little live stock 
around,” says Chic. “We always 
had, back in Urbana.” “The Star 
Witness” marks Chic’s screen de- 


.|but—as his famous Gran’pa Sum- 


merill—a Civil War veteran, who 
on a forty-eight-hour leave from the 
Soldiers’ Home—makes things hum 
in a way to make drama, merri- 
ment—and some real heart-stuff. 


“WINGS” CELEBS AGAIN 
WORK TOGETHER ON 
“STAR WITNESS” 


RRS 


The two men most responsible for 
the phenomenal success of “Wings,” 
first of the great flying pictures, were 
reunited in the making of “The Star 
Witness,” the Warner Bros. production 
featuring Charles (Chic) Sale and 
Walter Huston, now at the... 
Theatre. 


They are Lucien Hubbard, author 
of “The Star Witness’ and William 
Wellman who directed it. Six years 
ago Mr. Hubbard was an associate pro- 
ducer with the company that made 
“Wings,” and Mr. Wellman was direc- 
tor. They spent more than eighteen 
months bringing “Wings” to comple- 
tion, working part of the time at Kelly 
Field, Texas and part of the time in 
Hollywood. 


“The Star Witness” is an unusual 
combination thrilling melodrama and 
heart-warming human comedy. Chic. 
Sales presents his famous character, 
Gran’ pa Summerill, the man who knew 
Lincoln, The wily Civil War veteran 
during a forty-eight-hour leave from 
the Soldiers’ Home frees his kidnapped 
grandson, rounds up the thugs, gives 
some tall tips to the cops, and finally 
appears at the trial as the star witness. 


SEE. IT. TONIGHT 


STRAND 


GRANT MITCHELL 


FRANCE 5S: SARE 


RALPH INCE-- SALLY BLANE 
ROBERT ELLIOT 
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Chic Sale Says He Likes a | Eddie Nugent Scores Big 


Again in ‘Star Witness” 


(Advance Reader) 


Eddie Nugent, who was recently 
seen in “Night Nurse,” and whose 
screen performances are consistent- 
ly good, plays the part of Jackie 
Leeds, brother of the kidnapped boy 
in “The Star Witness,” the Warner 
Bros. production, featuring Charles 
(Chic) Sale and Walter Huston, 
which comes to the Theatre 
next. Nugent was so deter- 
mined to get into the movies that 
he took a laborer’s job on the lot 
to be on the spot when something 
turned up. Something did. 


Man Who Played Lincoln 
Is Interested in Biography 


(Advance Reader) 

_ Walter Huston’s favorite reading 
is biographical. This fact was 
brought out during the filming of 
“The Star Witness” at the Warner 
Bros. First National Studios in Cal- 
ifornia, During waits between 
scenes, Mr. Huston invariably found 
a quiet corner of the set with a book 
on the life of some interesting per- 
son. Charles (Chic) Sale is fea- 
tured in “The Star Witness” with 
Huston. The picture is now at the 
J heatte <4; - Wil- 
liam Wellman directed. 


PROGRAM READER 


WALTER 
HUSTON 


Star 
W itness 
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e Eight 


BANG! 


An Open Letter to 


District Attorney C RAT iy ° 
Police Commissioner MU LROONEY: 


This is not a publicity stunt. It is not 
our idea to capitalize on one of the 
most unfortunate incidents that has 
happened to New York and America. 


‘But because we, too, are aroused and 


appalled by the wholesale slaughter 
of little children 


WE ARE READY TO PLACE IN YOUR 
HANDS, AND ARE FORCING AHEAD 
THE SHOWING OF THE PICTURE, 
“THE STAR WITNESS”, WHICH, IN 


~ OUR ESTIMATION, IS 


THE GREATEST INSTRUMENT FOR 
PUBLIC GOOD THAT HAS EVER 
BEEN DEVISED! 


Months ago we foresaw this last ter- 
rible happening. Months ago we put 
our hearts and our hands to the task 
of finding some means of coping with 
the dread forces of the Invisible Em- 
pire to which our Nation has appar- 
ently capitulated — 


And so we made THE STAR WITNESS 
— our answer —~ YOUR ANSWER — 
America’s answer — to its greatest 
menace—to the ever present peril of 
life, liberty and pursuit of happiness. 


We devoted a considerable sum to 
make this picture when we could 
have made a romantic picture accord- 
ing to established formula. — In THE 
STAR WITNESS we have a picture 
that will expose to every citizen just 


(Cuts and mats are NOT available on this ad. You can adapt its contents for your use and have your newspaper set it th type) 
Crack out of the box! The first smashing ad. 
(same size as above) brought New York to the 
realization that “The Star Witness” was more than dramatic entertain- 
ment —a picture every American MUST see ! 


what is happening — just why the 


police are powerless to combat it— 


just why respectable eye witnesses 
to crime refuse to testify! 


We are donating the opening night’s 
(Monday, August 3rd at the Winter 
Garden Theatre, Broadway and 50th 
Street) proceeds to the families of 
these children. We know, however, 
that money cannot repay them for 
their losses, but because their plight 
is so great and their financial position 
possibly so limited that we should like 
to have them share with us some of 
the visible good that may come of 
such an enterprise. 


MR. CRAIN AND MR. MULROONEY— 
WE FORESAW THIS TERRIBLE HAP- 
PENING —WE UNDERSTOOD YOUR 
PROBLEMS AS “THE STAR WIT- 
NESS” WILL SHOW—WE OFFER IT 
TO YOU AS YOUR ANSWER — 
AMERICA’S THUNDERING ANSWER 
TO ITS GREATEST MENACE — WE 
OFFER IT TO YOU AS AN INSTRU- 
MENT THAT WILL HELP YOU —THE 
NATION — THE REPUBLIC — TO 
ONCE AND FOR ALL TIME SOLVE 
THE TREMENDOUS PROBLEM OF 
STAMPING OUT GANGSTERS AND 
THEIR ILLICIT BREED. 


Very truly yours, 
THE MANAGEMENT 
Winter Garden Theatre 


ae ee 


Y. CAMPAIGN 


OTE OOOO oS 


An Open Letter to the 
People of New York! — 


I came to this city at least seventy-five 
years before the oldest inhabitant — or so 
it seems to me. [I’m probably the oldest 
man alive. 


I knew Lincoln — Grant — and the others. I 
fought at Bull Run—Chickamauga! I can 
prove it by the cannon ball in my leg. 


And now a lot of these young, yellow bel- 
lied, white livered skunks are threatening 
my life if | tell what I saw that night. 


Well I didn’t follow Grant for nothin’! I 
didn’t see your forefathers and their broth- 
ers go down before battlefire to save this 
country for a lot of gangsters — racketeers 
—leeches. No Sir! 


Threaten me! To hell with them! I saw 
who fired that gun. | see him now as I saw 
him then. Pll talk! VIl tell! I'll offer my life 
again, if necessary to keep America safe 
for my grandchildren and their children’s 
children. 


MONDAY NIGHT, AUGUST 3rd I’LL TELL 
THE WHOLE INSIDE STORY AT THE 
WINTER GARDEN B’way at 50th St. 7:45 P.M. 


THE STAR WITNESS 


Cut 60c, Mat 15c 


Cut No. 30 
¥ Second of the series of type ads. 


WHANG ® It had people standing in groups 


on the streets discussing the most widely-heralded 


motion pictures in a decade ! 


Who couldn’t 
love this 
child? 


thing in order to save 
his life? 


RIGHT UP 
THE ALLEY 


of people who 
like their 


movies with 


great personalities 
that caused all critics 
and all who have 
‘seen it to hail... 


$TAR WITNESS 


g with 
| WALTER 


| HUSTON “The a tear | 
2 pean) wane as the year’s greatest and most 
Chic Sale timely dramatic sensation! .. . Se 
Another Warner B’way & & 


Bros. & Vita- 


phone Hitl 50th St. & 


coo. WINTER GARDEN 


Ooops etnaeneete eerste anata ecard altaiaeceectecaeeeeaceaeeateaeanaseyev setter onteseeteteteetceireeneereseleaeeetetes tenes eterna eee 


‘It might have happenea 
| to YOU! 


“YOU might have been sitting at your 
dinner table... ~ «laughing. .< 


wholesome family life... YOUR wife... 
YOUR children around you... and 
because something dreadful occurred out- 
side YOUR window ... and you wanted 
to see what was going on... 


“YOUR whole family doomed — because 
they had dared look, and listen!“ 


‘tre STAR WITNESS 


A Warner Bros. & Vitaphone Dramatic Thunderbolt ! 
with WALTER HUSTON : FRANCES STARR: CHIC SALE 


u c a c 


Right up the right 


7? 
wow ! alley! Walter 


Huston talking right from the 
shoulder to every citizen that has 
ever heard about organized crime ! 


“I’m a mother 
with four of the 
sweetest child- 
_ Frenintheworld!” 


@ “Last night at dinner 
i ...we heard shots... 
rushed to the window 
...saw a man kill 
two fleeing men. 


“And because we can 
= identify him, they’re 
= after us!” 

It’s drama! 
Real drama! 


Drama that will burn” * 
itself into your heart! 


Hailed by every critic as the season’s greatest entertainment! = 
9 


cteSTAR WITNESS | 


WALTER HUSTON : FRANCES STARR : CHIC SALE 
“GRIPPING ... THRILLING .. . POWERFUL!”—American 


att WINTER GARDEN 3st 


COOL 50th St. 


Sanat a ere neneecinetenatetannceteeteteara sa tatatteratl seteetathiasteieieceinereeraseistaeteetateetaiel states aieteateir' aie etsseltaie'wststeaty etetateftatoteeta’ tats’ sistetetcteitatetsunatesseeremangecanatiri eit in eac nae esac acereeenaa 


=e Cut No. 32 
SMASH!" "=e: 
* angle! This 
one gets over the tremendous femin- 


ine appeal that the critics raved 
about. 
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An Open Letter to the 
People of New York! 


“7m District Attorney of this city— and as 
such, | am supposed to bring before the 
bars of justice the gangsters who are threat- 
ening the peace of our communities. 


Of The Great. 


““But my hands are tied. My witnesses are 
intimidated. Their very lives are worthless 
if they speak. 


“The arch criminal of this era can go to 
the chair within twenty four hours if but 
two people will tell what they saw on a cer- 
tain evening. But, they won’t speak. 
They’re afraid! They say they’ve forgotten. 


YORK 
ADS 


ORDER THEM FROM 
YOUR LOCAL EXCHANGE 
BY NUMBER ! 


“But what they’ve forgotten is not what 
they saw —they’ve forgotten they’re 
Americans— descendants of men who gave 
their lives gladly — men who would rise up 
again — give their lives again to smash the 
outlaw who threatens our existence today.’’ 


“Tt was this statement by the District Attorney 
that caused me to tell all—even though my life 
—and that of my whole family were at stake.” 


“MONDA Y NIGHT, AUGUST 3rd I’LL TELL 
THE WHOLE INSIDE STORY AT THE 
WINTER GARDEN B'way at 50th St. 7745 P. M.’” 


THE STAR WITNESS 


Cut No. 34 Cut 60c, Mat 15c 


_ FRANCES STARR WALTER HUSTON CHIC SALE DICKEY MOORE GRANT MITCHELL 
as the mother whose whole as the district attorney, sworn as the star witness, whom innocent little victim of | whosaid he’d testify—and was 
family was put on the spot to crush gangdom bullets couldn’t scare gangster ruthlessness taken for a ride 


Tonight — at 7:45 


The finest motion picture ever conceived by human mind— 
America’s challenge to its greatest menace ---as hurled by 


a STAR WITNESS 


A WARNER BROS. & VITAPHONE DRAMATIC THUNDERBOLT ! 


A most potent weapon to help you ... the A thundering, powerful drama.. yet ENTER- 


police...the nation to stamp out now— TAINMENT to which you can take your 
and for all time the whole rotten problem wife, your children. Thrillingly told..faultless- 
of gangsters and their illicit breed! ly acted..the one picture you’ll remember! 


Tonight's receipts will be donated to the families of the unfortunate children who were the targets of gangster bullets 


WINTER GARDEN saccade 


COOL and Comfortable 


Pop. Prices — Midnite Shows 
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NEW 


| SAYS TO MYSELF | BETTER GO 


ANDLOOK OVERTHIS HERE ARTI 


By Chic Sale 
(Chic Sale, now at the...ccccc.0.... Theatre in “The Star Witness? a Warner 
Bros. production, in which he plays Gran’pa Summerill, the Man 
Who Knew Lincoln, writes an essay on his experiences at an art show. 

. Plant in No. 1 Paper 4th Day of Run) 

“Well, sir, folks, they told me there was a mighty fine exhibi- 
tion of painting out here, so I figgered I’d look her over. 
Course, you understand that paintin’ is jest a side line with 
me, mighty important ’specially when it comes to the trimmin’ 
of a job, but still a thing a feller has to know something about. 

I sez to myself, I’ll go out an’ look this work over; maybe 
I can get some ideas that'll come in handy in my work. I 
ain’t been satisfied with the results I been gettin’ with that new 
red paint I been usin’. 

The feller that went out with me kept talking 
about the design. Well, I sez to him, you'll have 
to go some to beat the designs I’m usin’, Take 
the moon star and diamond, they’re might, 
m-i-g-h-t-y hard to beat. Still I’d like to look 
these over, even if I don’t use ’em—I have found 
out by experience that it don’t pay to experiment, 
so I generally stick to the standard designs. 


Well, sir, the first thing I saw when I stepped 
into this place was a big picture with a sign on it 
“Bathing” by a feller named Lucien Simon it was 
a lot of women without clothes and looked like a 
lot of chorus girls leapin’ and cavortin’ around. Charles “Chic”> Sale 


It turned out that this paintin’ exhibition was 1 The Star Witness’ 


jest a bunch of pictures! I was a little disappointed. fone 


but I looked ’em over and danged 
if they wasn’t mighty interestin’, 

They was one with a bunch of 
fellers playin’ guitars by a feller 
namde Giovanni Romagnoli—prob- 
ably a Eyetalian. The boys was 
singin’ and playin’ to beat the band 
Jest like our quartet down at the 
barber shop. I kinda liked one that 
had a horse in it a rarin’ and a 
tearin’ to go, with a feller in a sled 
holdin’ back on the lines—it was by 
Horatio Walker and it was called 
“Noce Canadienne”—the horse’s 
name I guess. 


Well, sir, they was more pictures 
there than you could shake a stick 
at and some of ’em right pretty. 
They run from pictures of posies 
in a jar to angels flyin’ around with- 
out wings. The frames was mighty 
well constructed too—I don’t think 
I ever saw carpenter work I en- 
joyed more. 


Finally we come to a picture of 
a lot of houses and the feller with 
me sez: 


This wus painted by a man 
named John Kane—he used to spe- 
cialize in paintin’ houses.” 


_ You can see he knows his sub- 
ject, I sez, fer these houses is nat- 
ural as life. Course they’re city 
houses, but danged if they ain’t a 
finished job—even to the washin’ 
hangin’ out on the line. 


Now you take this piece of con- 
struction work here in this back 
yard, I sez; she ain’t as pretty as 
a country job, sittin’ back on a 
knoll under a apple tree, but she’s 
= constructed and mighty prac- 
tical. 


He becomes the 
most important 
man in the coun- 
try! Fate places 
in his hands a 
secret so vital— 
the whole world 
waits breathless- 
ly for his story! 


As we come away from the place 
the feller was tellin’ me these paint- 
ers git fancy prices fer their paintin’. 
Well, I sez, as I look at it, this 
kinda paintin’ is jest play. You take 
the fellers that paint a house or a 
barn or any construction job— 
they’re the ones that ought to get 
the best pay. Jest look at all the 
paint they use. They don’t jest 
daub—they spread. They know their 


With WALTER 


HUSTON 


CHARLES business. Every doggone one of 
“CHIC’ SALE ’em is a specialist!” 

DICKEY Others featured in “The Star Wit- 

ness” are Walter Huston and Fran- 

M O O R E ces Starr. The cast includes Sally 

GRANT pene Goat Michell, Edward J. 

ugent, Dicky Moore, Ralph Ince, 

MITCHELL Tom Dugan, Russell Hopton, Flet- 

FRANCES cher Norton, Robert Elliot, Guy D’- 

S TA RR Ennery, George Ernst, Mike Don- 

RALPH INCE lin, Noel Madison, Ed Deering and 


Nat Pendleton. Lucien Hubbard 
wrote the story. William A. Well- 
man directed. 


SALLY BLANE 
ROBERT ELLIOTT 


Francis Starr, Belasco Star, 
Here In ‘Star Witness”’ 


BEGINS TONIGHT 


ORPHEU 


(Current Reader) 


Frances Starr, famous as a Bel- 
asco star on the stage, has gone into 
pictures and plays an important role 
in “The Star Witness,” which fea- 
tures Walter Huston and Charles 
Chit: Sale-at. the: 0.45 Theatre. 


A WARNER BROS. 
& VITAPHONE HIT! 


Cut No. 4 Cut 20c, Mat sc 
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Chic Sale of ‘Star Witness’ 
Created 35. Roles 


(Advance Reader) 


Charles (Chic) Sale, who, with 
Walter Huston, is featured in “The 
Star Witness,” the Warner Bros. 
production coming to the 
Theatre next, during his vau- 
deville career has created thirty-five 
picturesque roles—among them be- 
ing Gran’pa Summerill, a flute-play- 
ing Civil War veteran. This is the 
character which is woven into the 
thrilling story of “The Star Wit- 
ness.” The foxy old gent, on a 
forty-eight-hour leave from the Sol- 
diers’ Home—frees his kidnapped 
grandson, foils the thugs and gives 
a tip to the cops. 


IT’S GOT 
THE WHOLE 


TOWN 
TALKING |! 


Son of Greatest Shylock 
Seen in “Star Witness” 


(Advance Reader) 


Noel Madison, who so ably de- 
picts a heavy role in “The Star Wit- 
ness,” the Warner Bros. production 
featuring Charles (Chic) Sale and 
Walter Huston, coming to the 
Theatre next, is the son of 
Maurice Moskovitz, former member 
of the Moscow Art Theatre, and 
credited with being one of the great- 
est Shylocks of all time. Noel Mad- 
ison made his stage debut in Char- 
lot’s Revue at the Prince of Wales 
Theatre in London. He was born 
in the United States but educated 
in England, France and Switzer- 
land. 


Yesterday 


Just an or- 
dinary fam- 
ily, free to 
live in peace 
and _happi- 
ness— Eye- 
witnesses to 
a terrible 
crime! 


Tom Dugan of ‘Hot 
**Heiress,”” Coming 
In “Star Witness” 


WALTER 


(Advance Reader) 

Big Tom Dugan of Dublin, hard 
guy and gunman, as the circum- 
stances may require—is seen as the 
former in “The Star Witness,” the 
Warner Bros. production featuring 
Charles (Chic) Sale and Walter 
Huston, which comes to the ...... 
Theatre next. The unique 
heart-melodrama has to do with the 
forty-eight-hour leave obtained by 
Gran’pa Summerill from the Sol- 
diers’ Home—in which he teaches 
the cops how to round ’em up— 
with only a fife for a weapon. Wil- 
liam Wellman directed. 
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Aged Vet Makes Leave 
From Soldier’s Home 
His Big Chance 


(Current Reader) 


The National Soldier’s Home at 
Sawtelle, California, was the back- 
ground for several of the scenes in 
“The Star Witness,” new Warner 
Brother film triumph now at the 
nee Theatre. -In this picture 
Charles (Chic) Sale, foremost char- 
acter actor of the American stage, 
in featured with Walter Huston. 
Sale appears as Gran’pa Summerill, 
the old Grand Army veteran, which 
is rated as his most famous charac- 
ter impersonation. The picture is 
not a comedy, which might be pre- 
sumed from Sale’s presence in the 
cast, although much _ uproarious 
comedy lightens it. It is rather a 
character melodrama. William Well- 
man directed. 


== ORPHEUM == 


Dramatic Court Scene is 
Featured in ‘Star Witness’’ 


(Current Reader) 


A tense courtroom scene is dra- 
matically presented in “The Star 
Witness,” sensational Warner Bros. 
picture now playing at the........ 
Theatre. In it Walter Huston ap- 
pears as the District Attorney, pros- 
ecuting a murderer whose fate de- 
pends upon the testimony of an old 
Grand Army veteran: the character 
played by Charles (Chic) Sale. 
More than four hundred persons ap- 
pear in this scene. The picture was 
directed by William Wellman who 
recently did “Night Nurse” and 
“The Public Enemy.” 
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BRING : 
THE WHOLE 


FAMILY 
TO SEE IT | 


Today 


Threatened! 
B eaten ! 


is to tell all! 
But their 
lives are 
worthless if 
they speak! 


with 


HUSTON 


CHAS. “CHIC” SALE 
DICKEY MOORE -- GRANT MITCHELL 


RALPH INCE~ 
ROBERT ELLIOT 


A WARNER BROS. & VITAPHONE PICTURE! 
[St Re 
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William Wellman is Called 
“Director of Film Hits’? 


(Current Reader) 


William Wellman, director of 
“The Star Witness,” the Warner 
Bros. picture now showing at the 
sees Theatre, while one of the 
youngest men in the business is the 


most consistent maker of hits. 
Wellman’s first great triumph was 


the epic production, “Wings.” Im- 
mediately after he directed “The 
Legion of the Condemned” and 
“The Man I Love.” His most re- 
cent pictures have been “The Pub- 
lic Enemy” and “Night Nurse.” 
“The Star Witness” features Charles 
(Chic) Sale and Walter Huston. 


“THE SPECIALIST” 
MAKES HISBOW 
IN TALKIES 


Chic Sale, whose humorous book 
“The Specialist” sold more than a mil. 
lion copies, is now at tbe.......cccccccsee 
Theatre featured in “The Star Wit- 
ness” the Warner Bros. production, 
which also presents Walter Huston, 
Frances Starr and many other screen 
favorites. 


Chic does not appear as Lem Putt, 
the specialist, but as another of the 
many quaint characters he has created— | 
Gran-pa Summerill, the man who knew 
Lincoln. The foxy Civil War veteran 
is shown on a forty-eight-hour leave 
from the Soldiers’ Home—during which 
he frees his kidnapped grandson, rounds 
up the thugs, and gives some tall tips 
to the cops—all with the aid of bis 
shrill old fife. He caps the climax by 
appearing at the trial of the crooks, as 
the star witness. 

William Wellman directed. 
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WALTER 


HUSTON 


powerful as the D. A. 
helpless because wit- 
nesses won’t talk! 


CHAS‘CHIC’ } 


eA LE 


grand as the “Star 
Witness” whom threats 
couldn’t silence! 


DICKEY r 


MOORE 


innocent little victim 
of organized crime! 


FRANCES 


s 1 A Rk 


as the mother whose 
love for her family . 
was stronger than all 
else! 


GRANT 


MITCHELL 


who said he’d testify— 
and was taken for a 
ride! 


SALLY 


BLA NE 


beautiful young 
daughter— f oolish, 
modern and selfish! 


Tom Dugan Of Dublin 
Plays Hard Guy In 


“Star Witness” 


(Biography July 15, 1931) 

Tom Dugan, who plays the part 
of Brown in “The Star Witness,” 
the Warner Bros. production featur- 
ing Chic Sale and Walter Huston, 
now at the Theatre, came 
to this country direct from Dublin, 
to win success in vaudeville and in 
Broadway musical shows, including 
the “Music Box Revue.” 

He entered pictures several years 
ago, appearing in “Melody of Love,” 
“Small Bachelor,” “Girl Champion,” 
“Broadway Babies,” “Drag,” “The 
Million Dollar Collar,” “Sonny 
Boy,” “The Drake Case,” “Bright 
Lights,” “He Learned About Wo- 
men,” “Hearts in Exile,” “Medicine 
Man,” “The Bad One,” “Night 
Work,” “The Hot Heiress” and 
“The Star Witness.” 

Mr. Dugan is five feet eight inches 
in height, weighs one hundred and 
fifty pounds and has blue eyes and 
brown hair. His favorite sport is 
swimming. 


MONTHS ON BROADWAY ! 


WALTER HUSTON 
GHC SALE 


WINTERGARDEN 
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Cut No. 19 
Twelve 


A story so thrilling—so life- 
like . . . so dramatically per- 
fect we urge you to see it. 
And bring the whole family! 
It’s great! 


-A WARNER BROS. & VITAPHONE HIT! 


Cut No. 10, Cut 60c, Mat 15c 


CHIC SALE SAYS THAT || Mike Refuses To Slug 
BEVERLY HILLS GOT Kid Even For Drama 


HIS GOAT AND : 
CAN KEEP IT In “Star Witness” 


Charles (Chic) Sale, now at the 
Soa loabeserce Theatre in Warner Bros. “The 
Star Witness,” which also features Wal- 
ter Huston and Frances Starr—has just 
bought himself a swell home in the 
swankiest section of Beverly Hills, not- 
ed as the favorite retreat of movie stars. 

Chic likes Beverly Hills, but for the 
sake of old times in Urbana, Illinois, 
he has fitted up the back yard with 
swings and other trappings for the 
kiddies, and—so that live stock may 
not be missing—a chicken run and a 
shack for the pet goat. 

In “Star Witness” Chic presents bis 
famous Gran’pa Summerill—the man 
who knew. Lincoln—in a unique play 
in which the high-steppin’ old gentle- 
man, during a forty-eight-hour leave 
from the ‘Soldiers’ Home—frees his 
grandson from kidnappers, tips off the 
cops, and rounds up the thugs—all 
with the aid of his shrill old fife. To 
cap the climax he becomes the star wit- 
ness in the trial and conviction of the 


(Advance—Plant 5 Days Before) 
Mike Donlin, idol of the baseball 
world when he was slugging them 
out for the New York Giants, and 
now an actor in Hollywood, broke 
every motion picture tradition a few 
days ago when he mutinied against 
his director and laid down an ulti- 
matum in unmistakable terms. 

His current part is that of a hard- 
boiled racketeer in “The Star Wit- 
ness” the Warner Bros. production 
featuring Charles (Chic) Sale and 
Walter Huston, coming to the 
Theatre next. The story re- 
quires Donlin, as one of a gang of 
kidnappers, to slap down little 
George Ernest, ten year old mem- 
ber of the cast, as the youngster 
tries to escape. 

Director Wellman explained the 
action. Donlin listened patiently. 
Then he spoke: “Bill, listen,’ he 
said slowly, “I need this part. Jobs 
are hard to get right now. But if 
it means I’ve got to slug that kid, 
I’m through.” And he meant it. 

The youngster himself saved the 


gang. 
William Wellman directed. 


Kid Baseball Fan is Seen 


ee “ 99|day. “Gee, Mr. Donlin,” he said, 
In “The Star Witness’ | «1 don’t mind getting slugged. 
Current Reader) We're actors, ain’t we? And some- 

( 


body’s got to give me the push. 
You just shove me good and strong. 


Little George Ernst, ‘ten-year-old 
film player featured with Charles 
(Chic) Sale and Walter Huston in 
“The Star Witness,” current War- 
ner Brothers’ film feature at the 
Se aie. Theatre, boasts that his skill 
in pitching a curve is the result of 
coaching from the man be believes 
to be the greatest baseball player 
of all time. This is Mike Donlin, 
former star player with the New 
York Giants, who appears in “The 
Star Witness” in a minor role. 


I know how to fall down without 


getting hurt. Go ahead.” 
Others featured in “The Star Wit- 
ness” are Frances Starr, Sally 


Blane, Grant Mitchell, Edward J. 
Nugent, Dicky Moore, Ralph Ince, 
Tom Dugan, Russell Hopton, Flet- 
cher Norton, Robert Elliott, Guy 
D’Ennery, George Ernst, Mike Don- 
lin, Noel Madison, Ed Deering and 
Nat Pendleton. William Wellman 
directed. 


Chic Sale Here Today 
As Your Old Friend 


In“Star Witness” 


(Current—Plant Opening Day) 
“The Star Witness” Warner Bros. 
Production Now Showing At 
The Strand Theatre 


UNCLESAM LENDS AID 
TO CHIC SALE FILM 
“STAR WITNESS” 


The United States Government lent 
a hand in the production of “The Star 
Witness,” the Warner Bros. production 
featuring Charles (Chic) Sale and Wal- 
ter Huston, now at the............ Theatre. 

Many of the scenes were filmed a 
the United States Soldiers’ Home ai 
Sawtelle, California, permission to use 
the grounds and buildings and a mixed 
company of the veterans themselves 
being granted by the commandant of 
the - post. 

Chic Sales plays the part he made 
famous on the vaudeville stage—Gran’- 
pa Summerill, the man who knew Lin- 
coln. The foxy old gent, on a forty- 
eight-hour leave from the home, frees 
his kidnapped grandson, rounds up the 
crooks and gives the cops some tips— 
all with the aid of his shrill old fife. 
To cap the climax he acts as star 
witness at the trial of the thugs. Wal- 
ter Huston plays the district attorney. 
William Wellman directed. 1... 0... 1. 


Manager Olathe ae. 
Theatre is pleased to announce to- 
day as the opening date of “The 
Star Witness,” the Warner Bros. 
production featuring Charles (Chic) 
Sale and Walter Huston. 


When you see Chic Sale in “The 
Star Witness” you will be meeting 
an old friend, for he plays his Gran- 
pa Summerill—the man who knew 
Lincoln—a part which he has played 
all over the country. That lovable 
old Civil War veteran is shown on 
a forty-eight-hour leave from the 
Soldiers’ Hospital—during which he 
frees his kidnapped grandson, foils 
the thugs who did it, gives the cops 
a tip and appears as the star witness 
in the trial of the gang—all with 
the aid of his shrill old fife. 


“The Star Witness” though melo- 
dramatic, is suffused with heart- 
warming comedy and may be said 
to be unique among pictures. It 
will be enjoyed by all the family. 


Sally Blane Dubbed 


De Milo 
Of the Screen’’ 


**Venus 


(Current Reader) 


Pretty Sally Blane, sister of Lo- 
retta Young, is featured in “The 
Star Witness,’ the Warner Bros. 
picture now showing at the........ 
Theatre. Travis Banton, world- 
famous fashion creator says that 
miss Blane has the most pe. fect fig- 
ure on the screen—an opimon which 
has been endorsed by many other 
beauty expects. Charles (Chic) Sale 
and Walter Huston are featured in 
“The Star Witness,” which was di- 
rected by William Wellman. 


Others in the cast are Frances 
Starr, Sally Blane, Grant Mitchell, 
Edward J. Nugent, Dicky Moore, 
Ralph Ince, Tom Dugan, Russell 
Hopton, Fletcher Norton, Robert 
Elliott, Guy. D’Ennery, George 
Ernst, Mike Donlin, Noel Madison, 
Ed Deering and Nat Pendleton. 
William Wellman directed. 


THEY CALLED HIM AN 
OLD FOOL! 


But overnight he be- 


came the most impor- 


tant person in town— 


eye-witness to the most 
startling events that 
ever befell a family! 
Tonight He Tells All! 


Don’t miss his story! 


The STAR 
WITNESS 


will stir the heart of every 
red-blooded American! 


with 
WALTER HUSTON 
CHAS. “CHIC” SALE 
DICKEY MOORE 
GRANT MITCHELL 


FRANCES STARR 
RALPH INCE—SALLY BLANE 
ROBERT ELLIOTT 


A Warner Bros. & Vitaphone Hit! 


OPENS MONDAY 
WINTERGARDEN 
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_lineator of the American 


HERE AT LAST! 


AMERICA’ S 


CHALLENGE 
TO HER GREATEST 


MENACE rey 


As Hurled by 


The STAR 
WITNESS 


- with 


WALTER HUSTON 
CHAS: “CHIC” SALE 


MOORE 


MPECH Ek 
SALLY BLANE 


The finest entertainment ever conceived by human mind! 


DICKEY 


GRANT 
RALPH INCE 


a — SN ae lal 


A WARNER BROS. & VITAPHONE 
DRAMATIC THUNDERBOLT 


Cut No. 23 Cut 60c, Mat 15c 


“You are the power be- 
hind the law! 
strong as 
make it!”’ 
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“HAVE 
YOU the 


COURAGE 
TO TESTIFY?” 


It is only 


its witnesses 


Author of ‘*The Specialist’’ 


Featured in “Star Witness”’ 
(Current Reader) 


Chalres (Chic) Sale, featured with 
Walter Huston in “The Star Wit- 
ness, current -hit at the...+...s.. 
Theatre, is the leading character de- 
theatre. 


_. During more than twenty years on 


the 


he stage, he has created over thirty 
characters his most famous, being 
Lem Putt, (The Specialist)—Bert 
Blurt—Gran’pa Summerill (The 
Man Who Knew Lincoln) and Fil- 
bert Twitch (The Small Town 
Sport). It is as Gran’pa Summerill 
that Sale appears in “The Star Wit- 
ness.” The picture was directed by 
‘Nilliam Wellman. 


Welnien Has Unique 
Way Of Directing 
Child Actors 


“The Star Witness” Warner Bros. 
Film Now At The Strand Is 
Example of His Skill 


(Current—Plant 4th Day) 


William A. Wellman, who is re- 
sponsible for the clever direction of 
“The Star Witness,’ the Warner 
Bros. picture featuring Chic Sale, 
Walter Huston and Frances Starr, 
now-at- thei ss. 2s. Theatre sac. .5.52 
has to his credit such pictures as 
“Wings,” “The Public Enemy” and 
‘Night Nurse.” 


As clever as he is in portraying 
dynamic action and characters of 
the underworld he is no less skill- 
ful in bringing out the possibilities 
{ children. An example of this 
are gift is the acting of nine-year- 
old George Ernst and five-year-old 
Dicky Moore in “The Star Wit- 
ness.” 


While scenarists are usually suffi- 
ciently considerate to have their 
child actors do nothing more than 
look natural, Lucien Hubbard, who 
wrote “The Star Witness,” was not. 
He gave them scenes fully as diffi- 
cult as any performed by the adults. 


The children, inevitably say 
“Good Morning,” without a smile. 
Wellman doesn’t use baby talk, but 
speaks simply, outlines what they 
must do. The rehearse. Wellman 
detects an error. Now comes the 
delicate matter of correcting a five- 
year-old. 


Wellman stares at the young play- 
er. “You got it wrong,” he shouts. 
“How are we going to get this done, 
if you don’t do what I tell you? 
That settles it. The child does not 
become giggly but assumes an ab- 


FRANCES STARR OF 
“STAR WITNESS” 
HAS SIX PET 
AVERSIONS 


Frances Starr, famous stage actress, 
who. appears on the screen for the 
second time in “The Star Witness,” 
the Warner Bros. production featuring 
Charles (Chic) Sale and Walter Hus- 
ton, now. at “the... -c...00..c.500cs Theatre, 
recently revealed to a reviewer the six 
things she most heartily loathes. 

They are red finger nails—pluched 
eye-brows—helmet hats—midday din- 
ners and the word ‘folks. Her sixth 
idiosyncrasy—and only economy—lies 
in the fact that she cannot bear to 
waste a postage stamp, and will go 
to the greatest pains to remove the 
little sticker from a misdirected letter, 
or from an envelope that has escaped 
the postal cancellation machine. 

Miss Starr plays, the part of the 
mother of the kidnapped lad in “The 
Star Witness” and daughter of Gran’- 
pa Summerill, Civil War veteran, who, 
on a short leave from the Soldiers’ 
Home frees the boy, rounds up the 
thugs and tips off the cops, all with 
the aid of his shrill old fife. Of course, 
it is Chic Sale who plays Gran’ pa Sum- 
merill. Walter Huston is district at- 
torney. William Wellman directed. 


surdly serious expression, borne of 
the belief that he and Director Well- 
man are entirely responsible for the 
success of the picture, which, after 
all, they are.. 

From then on Wellman speaks 
kindly, but the initial farce has so 
impressed the youngsters that they 
are extremely receptive to his in- 
structions. This method also elimi- 
nates the pouts, another serious at- 
titude often affected by spoiled 
movie children. 

Wellman makes no display of 
dignity, an invaluable boon in show- 
ing children just how a scene must 
be played. It might be said that no 
one is called upon to portray an 
emotion which Wellman himself 
cannot duplicate. 

He wanted Dickie Moore to throw 
some blocks around in his nursery 
in “The Star Witness” and then roll 
on his back and kick. Dickie did 
it, but Wellman thought it could 
be improved. So Dickie watched 
while the director threw the blocks 
and kicked. Then the child did it 
perfectly. 

Grown-ups in the cast of “The 
Star Witness” are Sally Blane, 
Grant Mitchell, Edward J. Nugent, 
Ralph Ince, Tom Dugan, Russell 
Hopton, Fletcher Norton, Robert 
Elliott, Guy D’Ennery, Mike Don- 
lin, Noel Madison, Ed Deering and 
Nat Pendleton. 


Robert Elliot Plays 
Typical Character In 
“The Star Witness” 


(Biography July 15, 1931) 


Robert Elliott, the sterling Irish 
actor, who appears in “The Star 
Witness,” the Warner Bros. pro- 
duction featuring Chic Sale and 
Walter Huston, now at the ...... 
Theatre, won success on the Broad- 
way stage before entering pictures. 

During his film career he has 
been employed by many big pro- 


ducers, appearing in “For Sale,” 
“Happiness Ahead,”’. “Lights of 
New York,” “Romance of Under- 


world,” “Lone Wolf’s Daughter,” 
“Protection,” “The Valiant,” “Thun- 
derbolt,” “Hide-Out,” “The  Di- 
vorcee,” “Sweet Mama,” “Kathleen 
Mavourneen,” “Men of the North,” 
“Captain Thunder” and “The Door- 
way to Hell.” 

Mr. Elliott is six feet, one and 
one-half inches in height, weighs 
one hundred and eighty-five pounds 


and has dark brown hair and blue 


eyes. 


Sheil Fife OF Foxy 
Old Veteran Of “Star 
Witness’ HardToTake 


(Advance—Plant 2 Days Before) 


Special microphone adjustments 
had to be made to record many of 
the scenes of “The Star Witness,” 
the Warner Brothers feature in 
which Charles (Chic) Sale and Wal- 
ter Huston are featured now at the 
Seas Theatre. 

These scenes were one’s present- 
ing the famous Chic, in his char- 
acter of Gran’pa Summerill, the 
Union Army veteran, sitting or 
marching about, playing his thin 
and reedy fife. 

It was discovered by the sound- 
recording engineers that the notes 
of the fife, all being in the upper 
registers, were extremely difficult to 
record on film, presenting the same 
problems that have been met in at- 
tempting to record the songs of 
birds and the whine of the flight of 
insects. 

“The Star Wtiness,” an original 
story by Lucien Hubbard, was di- 
rected by William Wellman. Others 
in the cast are Frances Starr, Sally 
Blane, Grant Mitchell, Edward J. 
Nugent, Dicky Moore, Ralph Ince, 
Tom Dugan, Russell Hopton, 
Fletcher Norton, Robert Elliott, 
Guy D’Ennery, George Ernst, Mike 
Donlin, Noel Madison, Ed Deering 
and Nat Pendleton. 


IS AS CERTAIN AS ITS PUNCH’ 


No More Overalls For 
Good Old Chic Sale 


—But Regimentals 


(Advance Reader) 


Charles (Chic) Sale, who is fea- 
tured with Walter Huston in “The 
Star Witness,” the Warner Bros. 
production which comes to the..... 
Theatre next, gives up the 
overalls of a “Specialist” for the 
blue uniform of a Civil War vet- 
eran—Gran’pa Summerill—who on 
a leave from the Soldiers’ Home— 
rounds up a gang of thieves, frees 
his kidnapped grandson—and ap- 
pears as the star witness—all in 
forty-eight hours. “The Star Wit- 
ness” is a heart-melodrama—with 
much merriment, much tense action, 
and not a few real heart throbs. 
William Wellman directed. 


Tiny Dicky Moore 
In “Star Witness” 


(Biography July 15, 1931) 


Little Dicky Moore, famous in 
Hollywood for the biggest, blackest 
eyes ever possessed by any four- 
year-old there or anywhere else, 
plays the part of tiny Ned Leeds 
in “The Star Witness,” the Warner 
Bros. picture featuring Chic Sale 
and Walter Huston, now at the .... 
Theatre. 

Dicky is a native of the film cap- 
ital and has been seen in “Seed,” 
“The Squaw Man” and “Aloha.” 

Those who see Dicky will not 
soon forget him. 


—Hollywood Herald 


If I were 
Mayor 


of 


Dayton 


I'd declare tomorrow 
a legal holiday. Issue 
a proclamation to all 


Daytonians to see 
“THE STAR WIT- 
NESS” at the Victory 
Theatre. It will not 
only help us rid this 
town of its greatest 
menace, but will give 
every man, woman or 
child who sees it the 
greatest screen thrill 
they’ve ever had! 
(signed ) John Jones 
owner 


VICTORY THEATRE 


APOLLO 


BEGINS TODAY 


WALTER: 
HUSTON 


CHARLES “CHIC” SALE. 


DICKEY MOORE 
FRANCES STARR 


GRANT MITCHELL 
RALPH INCE 


A WARNER BROS. & VITAPHONE PICTURE! 
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ALL-SEEING CAMERA LENS IS THE 
STAR WITNESS IN ALL TRIALS OF 
THOSE WHO SEEK CINEMATIC FAME 


Chic Sale, Master of Make-Up, Spent Hours Daily In 
Preparation For Scenes In ‘The Star 


Witness,”” Warner Bros. Film Now 
Showing At Strand Theatre 


(Short Feaure. Plant 3rd Day in No. 2 Paper.) 


Chic Sale, featured with Walter Huston in “The Star Wit- 
ness,’ the Warner Bros. production which comes to the...... 
Theatre= 3S next was much amazed by the exhaustive tests 
made before actual filming. The creator of so many vaudeville 
character successes, makes his film bow in “The Star Witness” 
in which he presents his beloved Gran’pa Summerill, the man 
who knew Lincoln—in a story which gives the wily old Civil 


{HE TRAILER ON “STAR WITNESS” 


—would you 


cost of honor or testimony at the 
cost of life? 


A Picture for every man, woman 
and child who wants to be thrilled! 


WALTER HUSTON 


CHAS. “CHIC” SALE 
DICKEY MOORE 


FRANCES 


Cut No. 17 


If you were eye-witness to a mon- 
strous crime—If your family was 
threatened with death if you spoke 


GRANT MITCHELL 
RALPH INCE—SALLY BLANE 


choose silence at the 


STARR 


A Warner Bros. & Vitaphone Hit! 


Cut 40c, Mat 10c 


Grand Army Vet Foils 
Thugs in Exciting 
“Star Witness’ 


(Current Reader) 


“The Star Witness,” the Warner 
Brothers hit now at the.......... 
Theatre is one of the most power- 
ful character melodramas ever 
brought to the screen, distinctly 
new in theme and treatment, and 
having a talented cast including 
Chic Sale, Walter Huston, Frances 
Starr, Edward Nugent, Sally Blane, 
Grant Mitchell, Ralph Ince and Noel 
Madison. The story is that of a 
Grand Army veteran who shames 
the police in bringing to trial a no- 
torious murderer, the veteran’s only 
weapon being an indomitable spirit 
and a wheezy fife. The picture was 
directed by William Wellman who 
did “Night Nurse” and “The Pub- 
lic Enemy.” 
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New York Giant and 
Kids Play Ball On 
“Star Witness’? Lot 


(Current Reader) 


Baseball was practiced daily dur- 
ing the filming of “The Star Wit- 
ness,” the Warner Bros. production 
in which Charles (Chic) Sale and 
Walter Huston are featured, now 
atther- 32.2 = Theatre. Mike Don- 
lin, idol of millions of small boys 
and sport lovers of a few years ago 
when he was the leading figure of 
the New York Giants is a member 
of the cast. With Mike in “The 
Star Witness” are George Ernst, ten 
years old, and Dicky Moore, a phe- 
nomenal youngster of four. Both 
attached themselves to Mike imme- 
diately, since both boys are ardent 
baseball fans. William Wellman, di- 
tected “The Star Witness.” 


War vet a chance to show his metal. 


“I was quite flabbergasted” said 
Sale “at the length of time neces- 
sary to properly test the players be- 
fore their eligibility for appearance 
on the screen was proved to the 
satisfaction of the director and cam- 
eraman.” 

“Actors and actresses cast for 
even minor parts were submitted to 
the closest scrutiny. Often as many 
as fifteen or twenty players, all of 
a type, were called in for one role. 
It then becomes the task to select 
from that group the ideal actor for 
the part. All of this work was done 
in front of the camera, under con- 


ditions approximating actual produc- 


tion, and with make-up and ward- 
robe complete. 

“The wardrobe tests were the 
most intricate part of the work. Al- 
though the standard motion picture 
camera deals only in values of 
blacks and whites, careful attention 
must evidently be given to color and 
weave of materials chosen for the 
players. Light reds I hear have 
been. known to appear black on the 
screen, some blues snow white, and 
orange does odd tricks too, unless 
some means to restrain it, is found. 

“The wardrobe master, the cam- 
eraman and the head electrician held 
prolonged wardrobe conferences and 
tests, and each bit of wearing appar- 
el to be used in the picture was 
carefully chosen in advance. The 
same care was given the settings 
and furnishings, for all had to be 
one hundred per cent right before 
they start their actual grinding.” 

Sale, master of makeup and un- 
bending in his rule that every char- 
acter he creates must be true to the 
twitch of an.eye, spent six entire 
days perfecting his character before 
he was satisfied with the result. Two 
and sometimes three tests were 
made of him each day; the slow- 
ness of the work being due to the 
time required of him to remove and 
apply each make up treatment. 

In addition to the tests given 
Chic, each other member of the cast 
submitted to tests both for ward- 
robe and for makeup. The result, 
is eminently satisfactory. 

Others appearing in The cast of 
“The Star Witness” are Frances 
Starr, Sally Blane, Grant Mitchell, 
Edward J. Nugent, Dicky Moore, 


Ralph Ince, Tom Dugan, Russell’ 


Hopton, Fletcher Norton, Robert 
Elliot, Gut D’Ennery, George Ernst, 
Mike Donlin, Noel Madison, Ed 
Deering and Nat Pendleton. The 
story is by Lucien Hubbard. Wil- 
liam A. Wellman directed. 


Old Dog Teaches the Cops 
Some Foxy New Tricks 


(Current Reader) 

The courage of an old Grand Army 
veteran in combating a gang of kid- 
nappers forms the unique theme of 
“The Star Witness,” the Warner 
Bros. picture now playing to ca- 
pacity at the........ Theatre. The 
cast includes Charles (Chic) Sale, 
Walter Huston, Noel Madison, Ed- 
ward Nugent, Frances Starr, Sally 
Blane and many others. William 
Wellman directed. 


Chic Sale Moves Into 
New Hollywood Home 


(Advance Reader) 

Charles (Chic) Sale, who is fea- 
tured with Walter Huston in “The 
Star Witness,” the Warner Bros. 
oroduction coming to the ........ 
Theatre next, has just moved 
into a new home in the swankiest 
section of Beverlv Hills. The man 
who wrote “The Specialist” evident- 
ly intends to stay some time in the 
film capital. 


sme STAR 


WITNESS 


PERFECT Site 
PICTUREE 


WITH THE 


PERFECT 
CASTI 


WALTER 


HUSTON 
as the D.A.— 
his hands tied 
by silent wit- 
nesses! 


“CHIC” 
SALE 

who puts duty 
and his coun- 
try above life! 


DICKEY 
MOORE 


innocent little 
victim of or- 
ganized crime! 


FRANCES 
STARR 


as the mother 
heart-torn be- 
tween love 
and duty! 


GRANT 


MITCHELL 
taken for a 
ride and 


silenced! 


RALPH 
INCE 

who thought 
he was strong- 
er than the 


law! 


SALLY 

BLANE 
beautiful with 
modern ideas! 


INDIANA 
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Chic Sale, Author Of 
“The Specialist” Is 
Now Talkie Actor 


(Biography July 15, 1931) 


Charles (Chic) Sale, America 
foremost rural character actor, w’ 
is featured as the Grand Army v 
eran with Walter Huston and ot. 
ers in “The Star Witness,” the 
Warner Bros. picture now playing 
to record-breaking business at the 
Theater, was born in Hu- 
ron, South Dakota, a few more than 
thirty years ago. His father was 
a practising dentist. 


In Chic’s youth the family moved 
to Urbana, Illinois, and there he 
stayed until well into young man- 
hood. His genius for comedy char- 
acterizations was constantly devel- 
oping, and when he was a student 
at the University of Illinois, in Ur- 
bana, he was in great demand for 
fraternity entertainments. 


Fired by this taste of fame, he 
went to Chicago with a letter from 
the mayor of Urbana, whose broth- 
er was the manager of the Chicago 
Majestic Theater, one of the lead- 


ing vaudeville houses of the time. . 


The letter won Sale an audience 
with the house manager, but not’ 
ing more. He refused to admit | 
feat, however, and two years la, 
appeared at the Majestic as the 
headline act of the bill. He had 
won his way up through a series 
of appearances in smaller houses 
of the Middle West. 


For years Sale was a star attrac- 
tion of the Orpheum and Keith 
circuits. His characters of Lem 
Putt, Filbert I'witch, Bert Blurt and 
Gran’pa Summerill (The Man Who 
Knew Lincoln) have become clas- 
sics of the world’s stage. For the 
past five years he has had his own 
company on Broadway and on tour, 
offering musical revues under the 
Shubert auspices. His most recent 
was “So This Is.Paris.”’ 


One of Sale’s greatest ‘bids for 


Trt 


fame, in addition to his work as“ai— 


actor, was his authorship of the lit- 
tle book of humor “The Special- 
ist,’ which he followed with “I'll 
Tell You Why.” “The Specialist,” 
which recounts the architectural ac- 
complishments of Lem Putt, a rural 
carpenter imbued with the spirit of 
Rotary, brought Sale his own pub- 
lishing company, international far 
and a considerable fortune. 


It is not as Lem Putt that he 
appears in “The Star Witness.” His 
character instead is that of a lov- 
able, indomitable, tolerant and spir- 
ited old Grand Army veteran who 
single-handed routs a gang of ter- 
rorists who held a city at bay. The 
story is unusual in plot, treatment 
and development. 


Chic Sale Who Plays 
Civil War Veteran 
Is A Young Man 


All the respect due to old age was 
given Charles (Chic) Sale during 
the filming of “The Star Witness” 
the Warner Bros. production, now 
at thes c=: Theatre. This in spite 
of the fact that he is in his early 
thirties. 


Sale’s character in the picture 
that of his well known Gran’pa 
Summerill, an eighty-year-old vet- 
eran of the Civil War whose age 
is a matter of years and not of 
body spirit. Sale’s makeup was per- 
fect, and the baggy regimentals 
looked the part so well, that prop- 
erty boys, laborers and even other 
players constantly were offering him 
chairs, drinks of water, and advising 
him to rest now and take it easy. 


Sale is featured in “The Star Wit. 
ness” with Walter Huston. The 
story is an original by Lucien Hub- 
bard and the director was William 
Wellman. Others in the cast are 
Frances Starr, Sally Blane, Grant 
Mitchell, Edward J. Nugent, Dicky 
Moore, Ralph Ince, Tom Dugan, 
Russell Hopton, Fletcher Norton, 
Robert Elliott, Guy D’Ennery, 
George Ernst, Mike Donlin, Noel 
Madison, Ed Deering and Nat Pen- 
dleton. 
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FATE PLAYS WITH Chic Sale Goes West 


FORTUNES OF FIVE | 


District Attorney with evidence 
enough to convict but powerless 
with silenced witnesses— 


WALTER HUSTON 


Grand Pa Leeds, “The Star Wit- 
ness,” humorous, pathetic, heart- 
stirring as the fearless, grand old 
man— 


CHAS. “CHIC” SALE 


As lovable as your own child— 
Innocent victim of lowlessness. 


DICKEY MOORE 


Ma Leeds, beside herself with 
fear—her heart is torn between 
mother love and duty! 

FRANCES STARR 


aie) 


Pa Leeds, so beaten and bullied 
by the criminals—he’s afraid to 
open his mouth— 


GRANT MITCHELL 


Tree ~ 


t1UKLS’A CHALLENGE TO EVERY AMERICAN 


® OHIO 


Cut 40c, Mat 10c 


A Warner Bros. 
& Vitaphone Hit! 


Cut No. 36 


Bros. production which also features 
Charles (Chic) Sale, coming to the 
a Theatre next. Hus- 
ton, a native of Toronto, Canada, 
rode the brakes to New York, when 
a lad of eighteen, starved for a time 
and then luckily got a small part 
in the company of Richard Mans- 
field. He left the legitimate for 
vaudeville, and made his first pic- 
ture success in “Gentlemen of the 
Press.” 


GREAT ADDITION TO THE SCREEN 


Walter Huston Featured as 
District Attorney in Film 


(Advance Reader) 

Walter Huston, remembered in 
many great characterizations, espe- 
cially that of Abraham Lincoln, in 
the picture by that name, is fea- 
tured as the district attorney in 
“The Star Witness,” the Warner 


Charles “Chic” Sale whose marvelous characterization as “The Star Witness” 
has made him one of the screen finds of the year. 
Cut No. 20 Cut 30c, Mat 10c 


Bag And Baggage For 
Strenuous “Vacation” 


(Advance—Plant 3 Days Before) 


in “The Star Witness,” a 
Warner Bros. Picture 


Charles Chic) Sale, coming to the 
Theatre next in “The 
Star Witness,” the Warner Bros. 
production in which he is featured 
with Walter Huston, after more 
than fifteen years on the stage as 
the foremost delineator of rural 
characters, recently took a Califor- 
nia vacation. This was his rest pro- 
gram: 

He worked: eight to ten hours 
each day at the Warner Bros. stu- 
dios in “The Star Witness.” ~In 
spare moments—between scenes and 
during his lunch hour—he conferred 
with various writers preparing the 
stories for a series of six short-reel 
pictures. 

He discussed with his secretary 
the details of his publishing busi- 
ness, recently moved to Hollywood 
from St. Louis, through which ave- 
nue he markets his two books of 
humor—“The Specialist” and “I'll 
Tell You Why.” 

He spent more time with another 
writer going over the dialogue for 
a series of radio talks. With still 
another he prepared the copy for 
a series of national advertisements 
now being put out over his name. 
Late at night he wound up by dis- 
cussing tentative plans for his next 
Broadway show. “Everybody needs 
a vacation now and then” he says. 

The cast of “The Star Witness” 
includes Frances Starr, Sally Blane, 
Grant Mitchell, Edward J. Nugent, 
Dicky Moore, Ralph Ince, Tom Du- 
gan, Russell Hopton, Fletcher Nor- 
ton, Robert Elliott, Guy D’Eennery 
George Ernst, Mike Donlin, Noel 
Madison, Ed, Deering and Nat Pen- 
dleton. William Wellman directed. 

(Advance—Plant 1 Day Before) 


Grant Mitchell Does 
Second Film Role 
In ‘Star Witness” 


(Advance Reader) 


Grant Mitchell, who created “Get- 
Rich-Quick Wallingford” and many 
other famous stage characters, is 
seen as Pa Leeds—who falls foul 
of a gang of thieves in “The Star 
Witness,” the Warner Bros. pro- 
duction which comes to the ...... 
Theatre next. His screen 
debut was made as the father in 
“Man to Man.” Featured in “The 
Star Witness” are Charles (Chic) 
Sale, Walter Huston, Frances Starr 
and others. William Wellman di- 
rected. 


Chic Sale Brings ‘‘Gran’pa 
Summerill”’ to the Screen 


(Current Reader) 

Charles (Chic) Sale, author of the 
famous “Specialist,” shows the more 
serious side of his nature in the 
part he plays in “The Star Witness” 
the Warner Bros. picture, now at 
the Theatre, in which he ap- 
pears in his famous character of 
Gran’pa Summerill, the wrinkled, 
but spirited Civil War veteran. Sale 
considers the character his best in a 
repertory of some thirty-five others, 
created during his many years as a 
vaudeville headliner. Walter Hus- 
ton is also featured in “The Star 
Witness” which was directed by 
William Wellman. 


CAPITOL 


With WALTER 


HUSTON 


“CHIC” SALE 
DICKEY MOORE 
FRANCES STARR 
GRANT MITCHELL 
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ND DRAMATIC! 


SCARED! 


This family is afraid 
to testify against 
criminals. 


~~. 


Dickey Moore, Frances Starr and Chas. “Chic” Sale in a Scen from “The Star Witness” 
A Warner Bros. and Vitaphone Picture. 
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Chic Sale Surprised 
By Enormous Sale Of 
His “The Specialist” 


(Current-—Plant. 2nd Day) 


Charles (Chic) Sale, featured with 
Walter Huston and Frances Starr in 
“The Star Witness” the Warner 
Bros. production now at the 
Theatre confesses that there 
never was no Lem Putt, the special- 
ist—that the old rapscalion is a fakir 
—that he never built none of them 
there things in his life—never cut 
no star or crescent in a door, or 
laid architectural plans so that the 
boarded -entrance would get the full 
warming value of the morning sun. 


Lem Putt, permit yourself to be 
reminded, is The Specialist, nee 
Chic Sale, walrus-moustached and 
pop-eyed carpenter of the Urbana 
farmlands. 


“T’ll never live that down, that 
little book,’ Chic Sale confided. 


“The whole thing started as a 
story, one of those humorous char- 
acter things with which you enter- 
tain vour friends. Then Lem started 
to grow on me. His fame spread. 
I enlarged the routine, built up the 
yarn, and presently there was a big 
demand for it. Conventions and 
club gatherings, seeking something 
novel in entertainment, made me 
offers. I took Lem Putt to more 
banquets than the old fellow ever 
imagined possible. Taken all in all, 
he ate mighty well, considering his 
profession. 


“Pretty soon the thing began to 
get away from me. Plagiarists heard 
about the act and presently I had 
a flock of imitators. I put Lem in 
a book in order to get a copyright— 
to protect my interests. I expected 
a sale of a few thousand copies. 
The plague-taked thing sold more 
than a million. Can you imagine 
people being as interested as that. 


Others who are included in the 
cast of “The Star Witness” in which 
Chic Sale presents another of his 
familiar characters, Grand’pa Sum- 
merill, the man who knew Lincoln— 
are Sally Blane, Grant Mitchell, 
Edward J. Nugent, Dicky Moore. 
Ralph Ince, Tom Dugan, Russell 
Hopton, Fletcher Norton, Robert 
Elliott, Guy D’Ennery, George 
Ernst, Mike Donlin, Noel Madison, 
Ed Deering and Nat Pendleton. 
William Wellman directed. 


There Was A Fight In 
The Old Dog Yet As 
A “Star Witness” 


(Advance Reader) 


Theatre-goers everywhere remem- 
per Charles (Chic) Sale as Gran’pa 
Summerill, and now the foxy, fife- 
playing Civil War veteran takes his 
place on the screen. He may be 
seen at the Theatre 
next in ‘The Star Witness,” the 
Warner Bros. production, which 
also features Walter Huston, Fran- 
ces Starr and many other notable 
players. William Wellman directed. 


Chic Bans Carpentry 
In “Star Witness” 


(Current Reader) 


Chic Sale, who is featured with 
Walter Huston in “The Star Wit- 
ness,” at the Theatre, refuses 
to be photographed with hammer 
and saw, and says he has made his 
last star and crescent. He has been 
kidded about being a Specialist so 
long he’s tired of it. 


Any More At Home Like 
Sally of ‘Star Witness” 


(Current Reader) 
Sally Blane, who plays the in- 


Loretta Young, First National star 
and greatly resembles her. Their 
younger sister is Polly Ann Young. 


‘ma thankin’ Yu- 


Feller - Citizens, 
for all those kind 


words you've been x 
sayin’ about me an 
Walter Huston an 
Dicky Moore = 
Francis Starr and the 
other friends © mine 


THE STAR 
WITNESS 


ts the kind of picture 
Be were happy = 
make—and you ll be 
thrilled to see 

Chic Sale 


SES 


ORPHEUM 
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ACCESSORIES THAT SUCCEED! 


No matter what your regular 
order of Insert Cards might be, dis- 
feiss. fOr ene, Star Witness” 
and put one in every available spot 
in town. 


SIZE 20x30 


MADE UP ON EXTRA 


HEAVY CANVAS. 


WEATHER PROOF—}| 


DURABLE—GOOD 
LOOKING. 


IDEAL FOR USE ON 
MARQUEE OR IN THE 
LOBBY. 


50c 


Order Direct From 


MORRIS 


LIBERMAN 


690—8th Avenue 
New York 


NOT Available From Your 


Local Exchange. 


HERALDS 


Ask to see the 
one on “The Star 


Witness.’’ You'll 


want to order a 


_lot when you see _ 


it. 


$3.00 per thousand 


WAITER HUSTON 
CHARLES Cle SALE. ¥ 
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fs SLIDE 


Get plenty of these and cover the 


town with them. Warner Bros.’ 
sliding scale of accessory prices 
makes it cheaper to buy a lot. 


STAR WITNESS 


WALTER H dye 


Color Description 


Of The 24 Sheet 


The entire background of this 
sheet is black. The Greatest Pic- 
ture of the year” is in yellow. The 
| title is in white on various back- 
grounds. \ 
orange background and “Star Wit- 
ness” on a background of red. The 
names of the cast in green. Warner 
Bros. & Vita—yellow on orange. 
A striking as well as unusual sheet. 


| noemnneanesecan 


CR ts on a brilite tt. 


Electrifying ! Magnetic 
Irresistible ! ! 


No Advertisement 
Ever Conceived Has 


Carried Half The 
Force Of 


“The 
STAR WITNESS” 


|} TALKING 
TRAILER 


GET IT AT COST FROM 
YOUR LOCAL WARNER 
BROS. EXCHANGE. 
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1-SHEET 
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24-SHEETS 
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PHOTOS 
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(2 in set—colored) 
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